RCW 4.24.595 Liability immunity—Emergent placement
investigations of child abuse or neglect—Shelter care and other
dependency orders. (1) Governmental entities, and their officers,
agents, employees, and volunteers, are not liable in tort for any of
their acts or omissions in emergent placement investigations of child
abuse or neglect under chapter 26.44 RCW including, but not limited
to, any determination to leave a child with a parent, custodian, or
guardian, or to return a child to a parent, custodian, or guardian,
unless the act or omission constitutes gross negligence. Emergent
placement investigations are those conducted prior to a shelter care
hearing under RCW 13.34.065.

(2) The department of children, youth, and families and its
employees shall comply with the orders of the court, including shelter
care and other dependency orders, and are not liable for acts
performed to comply with such court orders. In providing reports and
recommendations to the court, employees of the department of children,
youth, and families are entitled to the same witness immunity as would
be provided to any other witness. [2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 § 301; 2012 c
259 § 13.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 §§ 102, 104-115, 201-227,
301-337, 401-419, 501-513, 801-803, and 805-822: See note following
RCW 43.216.025.

Conflict with federal requirements—2017 3rd sp.s. c 6: See RCW
43.216.908.
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