
RCW 10.79.035  Issuance of search warrants by magistrates.  (1) 
Any magistrate as defined by RCW 2.20.010, when satisfied that there 
is probable cause, may[,] upon application supported by oath or 
affirmation, issue a search warrant to search for and seize any: (a) 
Evidence of a crime; (b) contraband, the fruits of crime, or things 
otherwise criminally possessed; (c) weapons or other things by means 
of which a crime has been committed or reasonably appears about to be 
committed; or (d) person for whose arrest there is probable cause or 
who is unlawfully restrained.

(2) The application may be provided or transmitted to the 
magistrate by telephone, email, or any other reliable method.

(3) If the magistrate finds that probable cause for the issuance 
of a warrant exists, the magistrate must issue a warrant or direct an 
individual whom the magistrate authorizes to affix the magistrate's 
signature to a warrant identifying the property or person and naming 
or describing the person, place, or thing to be searched. The 
magistrate may communicate permission to affix the magistrate's 
signature to the warrant by telephone, email, or any other reliable 
method.

(4) The evidence in support of the finding of probable cause and 
a record of the magistrate's permission to affix the magistrate's 
signature to the warrant shall be preserved and shall be filed with 
the issuing court as required by CrRLJ 2.3 or CrR 2.3.  [2014 c 93 § 
3.]

Finding—Intent—2014 c 93: See note following RCW 2.20.030.
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