RCW 11.12.180 Rule in Shelley's Case abolished—Future
distribution or interest to heirs. The Rule in Shelley's Case is
abolished as a rule of law and as a rule of construction. If an
applicable statute or a governing instrument calls for a future
distribution to or creates a future interest in a designated
individual's "heirs," "heirs at law," "next of kin," "relatives," or
"family," or language of similar import, the property passes to those
persons, including the state under chapter 11.08 RCW, that would
succeed to the designated individual's estate under chapter 11.04 RCW.
The property must pass to those persons as if the designated
individual had died when the distribution or transfer of the future
interest was to take effect in possession or enjoyment. For purposes
of this section and RCW 11.12.185, the designated individual's
surviving spouse or surviving domestic partner is deemed to be an
heir, regardless of whether the surviving spouse or surviving domestic
partner has remarried or entered into a subsequent domestic
partnership. [2008 ¢ 6 § 912; 1994 c 221 § 17; 1965 c 145 §
11.12.180. Prior: 1917 c 156 § 40; RRS § 1410; prior: Code 1881 §
1333; 1863 p 210 § 70; 1860 p 172 § 37.]

Part headings not law—Severability—2008 c 6: See RCW 26.60.900
and 26.60.901.

Effective dates—1994 c 221: See note following RCW 11.100.035.
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