RCW 19.122.140 Commission authority—Receipt of notification of
violation of chapter—Referral to attorney general. (1) The
commission may enforce the civil penalties authorized in RCW
19.122.070 or 19.122.075 when it receives written notification from
the safety committee created under RCW 19.122.130 indicating that a
violation of this chapter has likely been committed by a person
subject to regulation by the commission, or involving the underground
facilities of such a person.

(2) If the commission receives written notification from the
safety committee pursuant to RCW 19.122.130 that a violation of this
chapter has likely been committed by a person who is not subject to
regulation by the commission, and in which the underground facility
involved is also not subject to regulation by the commission, the
commission may refer the matter to the attorney general for
enforcement of a civil penalty under RCW 19.122.070 or 19.122.075. The
commission must provide funding for such enforcement. However, any
costs and fees recovered by the attorney general pursuant to
subsection (3) of this section must be deposited by the commission in
the fund that paid for such enforcement.

(3) In a matter referred to it by the commission pursuant to
subsection (2) of this section, the attorney general may bring an
action to enforce the penalties authorized in RCW 19.122.070 or
19.122.075. In such an action, the court may award the state all costs
of investigation and trial, including a reasonable attorneys' fee
fixed by the court. [2017 ¢ 20 & 2; 2011 c 263 § 19.]

Report—Effective date—2011 c 263: See notes following RCW
19.122.010.
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