RCW 26.12.800 Family court pilot program—Legislative
recognition. The legislature recognizes the increasing incidence of
concurrent involvement of family members in multiple areas of the
justice system. Analysis shows significant case overlap in the case
types of juvenile offender, juvenile dependency, at-risk youth, child
in need of services, truancy, domestic violence, and domestic
relations. Also recognized is the increased complexity of the problems
facing family members and the increased complexity of the laws
affecting families. It is believed that in such situations, an
efficient and effective response is through the creation of a unified
court system centered around the family that: Provides a dedicated,
trained, and informed judiciary; incorporates case management
practices based on a family's judicial system needs; enables multiple
case type resolution by one judicial officer or judicial team;
provides coordinated legal and social services,; and considers and
evaluates the needs of the family as a whole. [1999 ¢ 397 § 1.]
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