
RCW 29A.12.130  Tallying systems—Programming tests.  At least 
three days before each state primary or general election, the office 
of the secretary of state shall provide for the conduct of tests of 
the programming for each vote tallying system to be used at that 
primary or general election. The test must verify that the system will 
correctly count the vote cast for all candidates and on all measures 
appearing on the ballot at that primary or general election. The test 
shall verify the capability of the vote tallying system to perform all 
of the functions that can reasonably be expected to occur during 
conduct of that particular primary or election. If any error is 
detected, the cause shall be determined and corrected, and an 
errorless total shall be produced before the primary or election.

Such tests shall be observed by at least one representative from 
each major political party, if representatives have been appointed by 
the respective major political parties and are present at the test, 
and shall be open to candidates, the press, and the public. The county 
auditor and any political party observers shall certify that the test 
has been conducted in accordance with this section. Copies of this 
certification shall be retained by the secretary of state and the 
county auditor. All programming materials, test results, and test 
ballots shall be securely sealed until the day of the primary or 
general election.  [2003 c 111 § 313; 1998 c 58 § 2; 1990 c 59 § 32; 
1977 ex.s. c 361 § 73. Formerly RCW 29.33.350, 29.34.163.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 c 59: See notes following RCW 
29A.04.013.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 361: See notes 
following RCW 29A.16.040.
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