RCW 43.06D.050 Authority. The office may:

(1) Provide technical assistance to agencies;

(2) Conduct research projects, as needed, provided that no
research project is proposed or authorizes funding without
consideration of the business case for the project including a review
of the total cost of the project, similar projects conducted in the
state, and alternatives analyzed;

(3) Conduct policy analyses and provide a forum where ideas and
issues related to diversity, equity, and inclusion plans, policies,
and standards can be reviewed;

(4) Develop policy positions and legislative proposals;

(5) Consider, on an ongoing basis, ways to promote investments in
enterprise-level diversity, equity, and inclusion projects that will
result in service improvements and cost efficiency;

(6) Fulfill external data requests, as resources allow; and

(7) Receive and solicit gifts, grants, and endowments from public
or private sources that are made for the use or benefit of the office
and to expend the same or any income therefrom according to their
terms and this chapter. The director must report funds received from
private sources to the office of financial management on a regular
basis. Funds received from private sources may not be applied to
reduce or substitute the office's budget as appropriated by the
legislature, but must be applied and expended toward projects and
functions authorized by this chapter that were not funded by the
legislature. [2020 ¢ 332 § 8.]
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