
RCW 46.12.530  Application—Contents—Examination of vehicle.  (1) 
The application for a certificate of title of a vehicle must be made 
by the owner or owner's representative to the department, county 
auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the director on a 
form furnished or approved by the department and must contain:

(a) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, vehicle 
identification number, type of body, and the odometer reading at the 
time of delivery of the vehicle;

(b) The name and address of the person who is to be the 
registered owner of the vehicle and, if the vehicle is subject to a 
security interest, the name and address of the secured party; and

(c) Other information the department may require.
(2) The department may require additional information and a 

physical examination of the vehicle or of any class of vehicles, or 
either.

(3) The application for a certificate of title must be signed by 
the person applying to be the registered owner and be sworn to by that 
person in the manner described under chapter 5.50 RCW. The department 
shall keep the application in the original, computer, or photostatic 
form.

(4) The application for an original certificate of title must be 
accompanied by:

(a) A draft, money order, certified bank check, or cash for all 
fees and taxes due for the application for certificate of title; and

(b) The most recent certificate of title or other satisfactory 
evidence of ownership.

(5) Once issued, a certificate of title is not subject to 
renewal.

(6) Whenever any person, after applying for or receiving a 
certificate of title, moves from the address named in the application 
or in the certificate of title issued to him or her, or changes his or 
her name of record, the person shall, within ten days thereafter, 
notify the department of the name or address change as provided in RCW 
46.08.195.  [2019 c 232 § 18; 2017 c 147 § 3; 2010 c 161 § 302; 2007 c 
420 § 1; 2005 c 173 § 1; 2004 c 188 § 1; 2001 c 125 § 1. Prior: 1995 c 
274 § 1; 1995 c 256 § 23; 1990 c 238 § 1; 1975 c 25 § 8; 1974 ex.s. c 
128 § 1; 1972 ex.s. c 99 § 2; 1967 c 32 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.030; 
prior: 1947 c 164 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6312-2, part. Formerly RCW 46.12.030.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws 
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session
—2010 c 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Effective date—2001 c 125: "This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or 
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, 
and takes effect July 1, 2001." [2001 c 125 § 5.]

Effective date, implementation—1990 c 238: "This act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, 
or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions, and shall take effect May 1, 1990. The director of 
licensing shall immediately take such steps as are necessary to ensure 
that this act is implemented on its effective date." [1990 c 238 § 9.]
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Effective date—1974 ex.s. c 128: "This 1974 amendatory act shall 
take effect July 1, 1974." [1974 ex.s. c 128 § 3.]
Notice of liability insurance requirement: RCW 46.16A.130.
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