
RCW 46.20.025  Exemptions.  The following persons may operate a 
motor vehicle on a Washington highway without a valid Washington 
driver's license:

(1) A member of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, or Coast Guard, or in the service of the National Guard of this 
state or any other state, if licensed by the military to operate an 
official motor vehicle in such service;

(2) A nonresident driver who is at least:
(a) Sixteen years of age and has immediate possession of a valid 

driver's license issued to the driver by his or her home state; or
(b) Fifteen years of age with:
(i) A valid instruction permit issued to the driver by his or her 

home state; and
(ii) A licensed driver who has had at least five years of driving 

experience occupying a seat beside the driver; or
(c) Sixteen years of age and has immediate possession of a valid 

driver's license issued to the driver by his or her home country. A 
nonresident driver may operate a motor vehicle in this state under 
this subsection (2)(c) for up to one year;

(3) Any person operating special highway construction equipment 
as defined in RCW 46.04.551;

(4) Any person while driving or operating any farm tractor or 
implement of husbandry that is only incidentally operated or moved 
over a highway; or

(5) An operator of a locomotive upon rails, including a railroad 
crossing over a public highway. A locomotive operator is not required 
to display a driver's license to any law enforcement officer in 
connection with the operation of a locomotive or train within this 
state.  [2010 c 161 § 1113; 1999 c 6 § 6; 1993 c 148 § 1; 1979 c 75 § 
1; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 3.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws 
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session
—2010 c 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—1999 c 6: See note following RCW 46.04.168.
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