RCW 48.66.130 Preexisting condition limitations. (1) On or
after January 1, 1996, and notwithstanding any other provision of
Title 48 RCW, a medicare supplement policy or certificate shall not
exclude or limit benefits for losses incurred more than three months
from the effective date of coverage because it involved a preexisting
condition.

(2) On or after January 1, 1996, a medicare supplement policy or
certificate shall not define a preexisting condition more
restrictively than as a condition for which medical advice was given
or treatment was recommended by or received from a physician, or other
health care provider acting within the scope of his or her license,
within three months before the effective date of coverage.

(3) If a medicare supplement insurance policy or certificate
contains any limitations with respect to preexisting conditions, such
limitations must appear as a separate paragraph of the policy or
certificate and be labeled as "Preexisting Condition Limitations."

(4) No exclusion or limitation of preexisting conditions may be
applied to policies or certificates replaced in accordance with the
provisions of RCW 48.66.045 if the policy or certificate replaced had
been in effect for at least three months.

(5) If a medicare supplement policy or certificate replaces
another medicare supplement policy or certificate, the replacing
issuer shall waive any time periods applicable to preexisting
conditions, waiting periods, elimination periods, and probationary
periods in the new medicare supplement policy or certificate for
similar benefits to the extent such time was spent under the original
policy.

(6) If a medicare supplement policy or certificate replaces
another medicare supplement policy or certificate which has been in
effect for at least three months, the replacing policy shall not
provide any time period applicable to preexisting conditions, waiting
periods, elimination periods, and probationary periods for benefits
similar to those contained in the original policy or certificate.
[2005 ¢ 41 § 6; 2002 c 300 § 3; 1995 ¢ 85 § 2; 1992 ¢ 138 § 9; 1981 c
153 § 13.]

Intent—2005 ¢ 41: See note following RCW 48.66.025.
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