
RCW 66.20.310  Alcohol server permits.  (1)(a) There is an 
alcohol server permit, known as a class 12 permit, for:

(i) A manager;
(ii) A bartender selling or mixing alcohol, spirits, wines, or 

beer for consumption at an on-premises licensed facility; or
(iii) An employee conducting alcohol deliveries for a licensee 

that delivers alcohol under RCW 66.24.710.
(b) There is an alcohol server permit, known as a class 13 

permit, for a person who only serves alcohol, spirits, wines, or beer 
for consumption at an on-premises licensed facility.

(c) As provided by rule by the board, a class 13 permit holder 
may be allowed to act as a bartender without holding a class 12 
permit.

(2)(a) Effective January 1, 1997, except as provided in (d) of 
this subsection, every alcohol server employed, under contract or 
otherwise, at a retail licensed premise must be issued a class 12 or 
class 13 permit.

(b) Every class 12 and class 13 permit issued must be issued in 
the name of the applicant and no other person may use the permit of 
another permit holder. The holder must present the permit upon request 
to inspection by a representative of the board or a peace officer. The 
class 12 or class 13 permit is valid for employment at any retail 
licensed premises described in (a) of this subsection.

(c) Except as provided in (d) of this subsection, no licensee 
holding a license as authorized by this section and RCW 66.20.300, 
66.24.320, 66.24.330, 66.24.350, 66.24.400, 66.24.425, 66.24.690, 
66.24.450, 66.24.570, 66.24.600, 66.24.610, 66.24.650, 66.24.655, and 
66.24.680 may employ or accept the services of any person without the 
person first having a valid class 12 or class 13 permit.

(d) Within sixty days of initial employment, every person whose 
duties include the compounding, sale, service, or handling of liquor 
must have a class 12 or class 13 permit.

(e) No person may perform duties that include the sale or service 
of alcoholic beverages on a retail licensed premises without 
possessing a valid alcohol server permit.

(f) Every person whose duties include the delivery of alcohol 
authorized under RCW 66.24.710 must have a class 12 permit before 
engaging in alcohol delivery. A delivery employee whose duties include 
the delivery of alcohol authorized under RCW 66.24.710 must complete 
an approved class 12 permit course that includes a curriculum 
component that covers best practices for delivery of alcohol.

(3) A permit issued by a training entity under this section is 
valid for employment at any retail licensed premises described in 
subsection (2)(a) of this section for a period of five years unless 
suspended by the board.

(4) The board may suspend or revoke an existing permit if any of 
the following occur:

(a) The applicant or permittee has been convicted of violating 
any of the state or local intoxicating liquor laws of this state or 
has been convicted at any time of a felony; or

(b) The permittee has performed or permitted any act that 
constitutes a violation of this title or of any rule of the board.

(5) The suspension or revocation of a permit under this section 
does not relieve a licensee from responsibility for any act of the 
employee or agent while employed upon the retail licensed premises. 
The board may, as appropriate, revoke or suspend either the permit of 
the employee who committed the violation or the license of the 
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licensee upon whose premises the violation occurred, or both the 
permit and the license.

(6)(a) After January 1, 1997, it is a violation of this title for 
any retail licensee or agent of a retail licensee as described in 
subsection (2)(a) of this section to employ in the sale or service of 
alcoholic beverages, any person who does not have a valid alcohol 
server permit or whose permit has been revoked, suspended, or denied.

(b) It is a violation of this title for a person whose alcohol 
server permit has been denied, suspended, or revoked to accept 
employment in the sale or service of alcoholic beverages.

(7) Grocery stores licensed under RCW 66.24.360, the primary 
commercial activity of which is the sale of grocery products and for 
which the sale and service of beer and wine for on-premises 
consumption with food is incidental to the primary business, and 
employees of such establishments, are exempt from RCW 66.20.300 
through 66.20.350, except for employees whose duties include serving 
during tasting activities under RCW 66.24.363.  [2023 c 279 § 3. 
Prior: 2019 c 64 § 21; prior: 2014 c 78 § 3; 2014 c 29 § 3; prior: 
2013 c 237 § 3; 2013 c 219 § 3; 2011 c 325 § 4; 2010 c 141 § 2; prior: 
2009 c 271 § 5; 2009 c 187 § 4; prior: 2008 c 94 § 11; 2008 c 41 § 3; 
(2008 c 41 § 2 expired July 1, 2008); 2007 c 370 § 17; 1997 c 321 § 
45; prior: 1996 c 311 § 1; 1996 c 218 § 3; 1995 c 51 § 3.]

Effective date—2023 c 279: See note following RCW 66.24.710.
Explanatory statement—2019 c 64: See note following RCW 

1.20.110.
Effective date—2008 c 94 §§ 4 and 11: See note following RCW 

66.04.010.
Effective date—2008 c 41 §§ 3, 10, and 11: "Sections 3, 10, and 

11 of this act take effect July 1, 2008." [2008 c 41 § 16.]
Expiration date—2008 c 41 § 2: "Section 2 of this act expires 

July 1, 2008." [2008 c 41 § 13.]
Effective date—2007 c 370 §§ 10-20: See note following RCW 

66.04.010.
Effective date—1997 c 321: See note following RCW 66.24.010.
Findings—1995 c 51: See note following RCW 66.20.300.
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