RCW 70.02.250 Mental health services—Department of corrections.
(1) Information and records related to mental health services
delivered to a person subject to chapter 9.94A or 9.95 RCW must be
released, upon request, by a mental health service agency to
department of corrections personnel for whom the information is
necessary to carry out the responsibilities of their office. The
information must be provided only for the purpose of completing
presentence investigations, supervision of an incarcerated person,
planning for and provision of supervision of a person, or assessment
of a person's risk to the community. The request must be in writing
and may not require the consent of the subject of the records.

(2) The information to be released to the department of
corrections must include all relevant records and reports, as defined
by rule, necessary for the department of corrections to carry out its
duties, including those records and reports identified in subsection
(1) of this section.

(3) The authority shall, subject to available resources,
electronically, or by the most cost-effective means available, provide
the department of corrections with the names, last dates of services,
and addresses of specific behavioral health administrative services
organizations, managed care organizations contracted with the
authority under chapter 74.09 RCW, and mental health service agencies
that delivered mental health services to a person subject to chapter
9.94A or 9.95 RCW pursuant to an agreement between the authority and
the department of corrections.

(4) The authority, in consultation with the department, the
department of corrections, behavioral health administrative services
organizations, managed care organizations contracted with the
authority under chapter 74.09 RCW, mental health service agencies as
defined in RCW 70.02.010, mental health consumers, and advocates for
persons with mental illness, shall adopt rules to implement the
provisions of this section related to the type and scope of
information to be released. These rules must:

(a) Enhance and facilitate the ability of the department of
corrections to carry out its responsibility of planning and ensuring
community protection with respect to persons subject to sentencing
under chapter 9.94A or 9.95 RCW, including accessing and releasing or
disclosing information of persons who received mental health services
as a minor; and

(b) Establish requirements for the notification of persons under
the supervision of the department of corrections regarding the
provisions of this section.

(5) The information received by the department of corrections
under this section must remain confidential and subject to the
limitations on disclosure outlined in chapter 71.34 RCW, except as
provided in RCW 72.09.585.

(6) No mental health service agency or individual employed by a
mental health service agency may be held responsible for information
released to or used by the department of corrections under the
provisions of this section or rules adopted under this section.

(7) Whenever federal law or federal regulations restrict the
release of information contained in the treatment records of any
patient who receives treatment for alcoholism or drug dependency, the
release of the information may be restricted as necessary to comply
with federal law and regulations.

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 70.02.250 Page 1



(8) This section does not modify the terms and conditions of
disclosure of information related to sexually transmitted diseases
under this chapter. [2019 ¢ 325 § 5021; 2018 ¢ 201 § 8004; 2014 c 225
§ 72; 2013 ¢ 200 § 9.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 325: See note following RCW 71.24.011.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 c 201: See notes following
RCW 41.05.018.

Effective date—2014 c 225: See note following RCW 71.24.016.

Effective date—2013 ¢ 200: See note following RCW 70.02.010.
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