
RCW 71.34.650  Parental request for determination of whether 
adolescent has a behavioral health disorder requiring outpatient 
treatment—Adolescent's consent not required for evaluation and 
certain treatment—Treatment reviews—Discharge.  (1) A parent may 
bring, or authorize the bringing of, his or her adolescent child to a 
provider of outpatient behavioral health treatment and request that an 
appropriately trained professional person examine the adolescent to 
determine whether the adolescent has a behavioral health disorder and 
is in need of outpatient treatment.

(2) The consent of the adolescent is not required for evaluation 
if a parent provides consent.

(3) The professional person may evaluate whether the adolescent 
has a behavioral health disorder and is in need of outpatient 
treatment.

(4) If a determination is made by a professional person under 
this section that an adolescent is in need of outpatient behavioral 
health disorder treatment, a parent of an adolescent may request and 
receive such outpatient treatment for his or her adolescent without 
the consent of the adolescent for up to twelve outpatient sessions 
occurring within a three-month period.

(5) Following the treatment periods under subsection (4) of this 
section, an adolescent must provide his or her consent for further 
treatment with that specific professional person.

(6) If a determination is made by a professional person under 
this section that an adolescent is in need of treatment in a less 
restrictive setting, including partial hospitalization or intensive 
outpatient treatment, a parent of an adolescent may request and 
receive such treatment for his or her adolescent without the consent 
of the adolescent.

(a) A professional person providing solely mental health 
treatment to an adolescent under this subsection (6) must convene a 
treatment review at least every thirty days after treatment begins 
that includes the adolescent, parent, and other treatment team members 
as appropriate to determine whether continued care under this 
subsection is medically necessary.

(b) A professional person providing solely mental health 
treatment to an adolescent under this subsection (6) shall provide 
notification of the adolescent's treatment to an independent reviewer 
at the authority within twenty-four hours of the adolescent's first 
receipt of treatment under this subsection. At least every forty-five 
days after the adolescent's first receipt of treatment under this 
subsection, the authority shall conduct a review to determine whether 
the current level of treatment is medically necessary.

(c) A professional person providing substance use disorder 
treatment under this subsection (6) shall convene a treatment review 
under (a) of this subsection and provide the notification of the 
adolescent's receipt of treatment to an independent reviewer at the 
authority as described in (b) of this subsection only if: (i) The 
adolescent provides written consent to the disclosure of substance use 
disorder treatment information including the fact of his or her 
receipt of such treatment; or (ii) permitted by federal law.

(7) Any adolescent admitted to inpatient treatment under RCW 
71.34.500 or 71.34.600 shall be discharged immediately from inpatient 
treatment upon written request of the parent.  [2020 c 302 § 77; 2019 
c 381 § 12; 2016 sp.s. c 29 § 265; 1998 c 296 § 18. Formerly RCW 
71.34.054.]
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Short title—2019 c 381: See note following RCW 71.34.500.
Effective dates—2016 sp.s. c 29: See note following RCW 

71.05.760.
Short title—Right of action—2016 sp.s. c 29: See notes following 

RCW 71.05.010.
Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Short title—1998 c 296: 

See notes following RCW 74.13.025.
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