
RCW 79A.60.510  Findings—Sewage disposal initiative established—
Boater environmental education—Waterway access facilities.  The 
legislature finds that the waters of Washington state provide a unique 
and valuable recreational resource to large and growing numbers of 
boaters. Proper stewardship of, and respect for, these waters requires 
that, while enjoying them for their scenic and recreational benefits, 
boaters must exercise care to assure that such activities do not 
contribute to the despoliation of these waters, and that watercraft be 
operated in a safe and responsible manner. The legislature has 
specifically addressed the topic of access to clean and safe waterways 
by requiring the 1987 boating safety study and by establishing the 
Puget Sound partnership.

The legislature finds that there is a need to educate 
Washington's boating community about safe and responsible actions on 
our waters and to increase the level and visibility of the enforcement 
of boating laws. To address the incidence of fatalities and injuries 
due to recreational boating on our state's waters, local and state 
efforts directed towards safe boating must be stimulated. To provide 
for safe waterways and public enjoyment, portions of the watercraft 
excise tax and boat registration fees should be made available for 
boating safety and other boating recreation purposes.

In recognition of the need for clean waterways, and in keeping 
with the Puget Sound partnership's water quality work plan, the 
legislature finds that adequate opportunities for responsible disposal 
of boat sewage must be made available. There is hereby established a 
five-year initiative to install sewage pumpout or sewage dump stations 
at appropriate marinas.

To assure the use of these sewage facilities, a boater 
environmental education program must accompany the five-year 
initiative and continue to educate boaters about boat wastes and 
aquatic resources.

The legislature also finds that, in light of the increasing 
numbers of boaters utilizing state waterways, a program to acquire and 
develop sufficient waterway access facilities for boaters must be 
undertaken.

To support boating safety, environmental protection and 
education, and public access to our waterways, the legislature 
declares that a portion of the income from boating-related activities, 
as specified in RCW 82.49.030 and 88.02.650, should support these 
efforts.  [2011 c 171 § 117; 2007 c 341 § 57; 1999 c 249 § 1506; 1989 
c 393 § 1. Formerly RCW 88.12.295, 88.12.360, and 88.36.010.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 c 171: See notes following RCW 
4.24.210.

Effective date—2007 c 341: See RCW 90.71.907.
Severability—1999 c 249: See note following RCW 79A.05.010.

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 79A.60.510 Page 1


		2023-11-04T18:26:44-0700
	Electronic transmittal




