RCW 90.44.030 Chapter not to affect surface water rights. The
rights to appropriate the surface waters of the state and the rights
acquired by the appropriation and use of surface waters shall not be
affected or impaired by any of the provisions of this supplementary
chapter and, to the extent that any underground water is part of or
tributary to the source of any surface stream or lake, or that the
withdrawal of groundwater may affect the flow of any spring, water
course, lake, or other body of surface water, the right of an
appropriator and owner of surface water shall be superior to any
subsequent right hereby authorized to be acgquired in or to
groundwater. [1945 ¢ 263 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 7400-2.]
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