
RCW 46.18.270  Pearl Harbor survivor license plates. (Effective 
until April 1, 2025.)  (1) A registered owner who has survived the 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, may apply to the 
department for special license plates for use on only one motor 
vehicle required to display one or two license plates, excluding 
vehicles registered under chapter 46.87 RCW, upon terms and conditions 
established by the department, and owned by the qualified applicant. 
The applicant must:

(a) Be a resident of this state;
(b) Have been a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941;
(c) Have been on station on December 7, 1941, between the hours 

of 7:55 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. Hawaii time at Pearl Harbor, the island of 
Oahu, or offshore at a distance not to exceed three miles;

(d) Have received an honorable discharge from the United States 
armed forces;

(e) Provide certification by a Washington state chapter of the 
Pearl Harbor survivors association showing that qualifications in (c) 
of this subsection have been met;

(f) Be recorded as the registered owner of the motor vehicle on 
which the Pearl Harbor survivor license plate or plates will be 
displayed; and

(g) Pay all fees and taxes required by law for registering the 
motor vehicle.

(2) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates must be issued without 
the payment of any license plate fee.

(3) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates must be replaced, free 
of charge, if the license plates have become lost, stolen, damaged, 
defaced, or destroyed.

(4) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates may be issued to the 
surviving spouse or domestic partner of a Pearl Harbor survivor who 
met the requirements in subsection (1) of this section. The surviving 
spouse or domestic partner must be a resident of this state. If the 
surviving spouse remarries or the surviving domestic partner marries 
or enters into a new domestic partnership, he or she must return the 
special license plates to the department within fifteen days and apply 
for regular license plates or another type of special license plate.

(5) A Pearl Harbor survivor license plate or plates may be 
transferred from one motor vehicle to another motor vehicle owned by 
the Pearl Harbor survivor or the surviving spouse or domestic partner 
as described in subsection (4) of this section upon application to the 
department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by 
the director.  [2011 c 332 s 7; 2010 c 161 s 625.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws 
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session
—2010 c 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
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(a) Be a resident of this state;
(b) Have been a member of the United States armed forces on 

December 7, 1941;
(c) Have been on station on December 7, 1941, between the hours 

of 7:55 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. Hawaii time at Pearl Harbor, the island of 
Oahu, or offshore at a distance not to exceed three miles;

(d) Have received a qualifying discharge, as defined in RCW 
73.04.005, from the United States armed forces;

(e) Provide certification by a Washington state chapter of the 
Pearl Harbor survivors association showing that qualifications in (c) 
of this subsection have been met;

(f) Be recorded as the registered owner of the motor vehicle on 
which the Pearl Harbor survivor license plate or plates will be 
displayed; and

(g) Pay all fees and taxes required by law for registering the 
motor vehicle.

(2) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates must be issued without 
the payment of any license plate fee.

(3) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates must be replaced, free 
of charge, if the license plates have become lost, stolen, damaged, 
defaced, or destroyed.

(4) Pearl Harbor survivor license plates may be issued to the 
surviving spouse or domestic partner of a Pearl Harbor survivor who 
met the requirements in subsection (1) of this section. The surviving 
spouse or domestic partner must be a resident of this state. If the 
surviving spouse remarries or the surviving domestic partner marries 
or enters into a new domestic partnership, he or she must return the 
special license plates to the department within fifteen days and apply 
for regular license plates or another type of special license plate.

(5) A Pearl Harbor survivor license plate or plates may be 
transferred from one motor vehicle to another motor vehicle owned by 
the Pearl Harbor survivor or the surviving spouse or domestic partner 
as described in subsection (4) of this section upon application to the 
department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by 
the director.  [2024 c 146 s 25; 2011 c 332 s 7; 2010 c 161 s 625.]

Effective date—2024 c 146 ss 25-27: "Sections 25 through 27 of 
this act take effect April 1, 2025." [2024 c 146 s 38.]

Intent—2024 c 146: See note following RCW 73.04.005.
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws 

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative session
—2010 c 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
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