
RCW 70A.230.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Bulk mercury" includes any elemental, nonamalgamated 
mercury, regardless of volume quantity or weight and does not include 
mercury-added products as defined in this section or products 
containing mercury collected for recycling or disposal at a permitted 
disposal facility.

(2) "Department" means the department of ecology.
(3) "Director" means the director of the department of ecology.
(4) "Health care facility" includes a hospital, nursing home, 

extended care facility, long-term care facility, clinical or medical 
laboratory, state or private health or mental institution, clinic, 
physician's office, or health maintenance organization.

(5) "Manufacturer" includes any person, firm, association, 
partnership, corporation, governmental entity, organization, or joint 
venture that produces a mercury-added product or an importer or 
domestic distributor of a mercury-added product produced in a foreign 
country. In the case of a multicomponent product containing mercury, 
the manufacturer is the last manufacturer to produce or assemble the 
product. If the multicomponent product or mercury-added product is 
produced in a foreign country, the manufacturer is the first importer 
or domestic distributor.

(6) "Mercury-added button-cell battery" means a button-cell 
battery to which the manufacturer intentionally introduces mercury for 
the operation of the battery.

(7) "Mercury-added novelty" means a mercury-added product 
intended mainly for personal or household enjoyment or adornment. 
Mercury-added novelties include, but are not limited to, items 
intended for use as practical jokes, figurines, adornments, toys, 
games, cards, ornaments, yard statues and figures, candles, jewelry, 
holiday decorations, items of apparel, and other similar products. 
Mercury-added novelty does not include games, toys, or products that 
require a button-cell or lithium battery, liquid crystal display 
screens, or a lamp that contains mercury.

(8) "Mercury-added product" means a product, commodity, or 
chemical, or a product with a component that contains mercury or a 
mercury compound intentionally added to the product, commodity, or 
chemical in order to provide a specific characteristic, appearance, or 
quality, or to perform a specific function, or for any other reason. 
Mercury-added products include those products listed in the interstate 
mercury education and reduction clearinghouse mercury-added products 
database, but are not limited to, mercury thermometers, mercury 
thermostats, mercury barometers, lamps, and mercury switches or 
relays.

(9) "Mercury manometer" means a mercury-added product that is 
used for measuring blood pressure.

(10) "Mercury thermometer" means a mercury-added product that is 
used for measuring temperature.

(11) "Retailer" means a retailer of a mercury-added product.
(12) "Switch" means any device, which may be referred to as a 

switch, sensor, valve, probe, control, transponder, or any other 
apparatus, that directly regulates or controls the flow of 
electricity, gas, or other compounds, such as relays or transponders. 
"Switch" includes all components of the unit necessary to perform its 
flow control function. "Automotive mercury switch" includes a 
convenience switch, such as a switch for a trunk or hood light, and a 
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mercury switch in antilock brake systems. "Utility switch" includes, 
but is not limited to, all devices that open or close an electrical 
circuit, or a liquid or gas valve. "Utility relay" includes, but is 
not limited to, all products or devices that open or close electrical 
contacts to control the operation of other devices in the same or 
other electrical circuit.

(13) "Wholesaler" means a wholesaler of a mercury-added product. 
[2012 c 119 s 1; 2010 c 130 s 18; 2003 c 260 s 2. Formerly RCW 
70.95M.010.]

Severability—2010 c 130: See RCW 70A.505.901.
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