
RCW 79.13.500  Amateur radio repeater stations—Legislative 
intent.  The department leases state lands and space on towers located 
on state lands to amateur radio operators for their repeater stations. 
These sites are necessary to maintain emergency communications for 
public safety and for use in disaster relief and search and rescue 
support.

The licensed amateur radio operators of the state provide 
thousands of hours of public communications service to the state every 
year. Their communication network spans the entire state, based in 
individual residences and linked across the state through a series of 
mountain-top repeater stations. The amateur radio operators install 
and maintain their radios and the electronic repeater stations at 
their own expense. The amateur radio operators who use their equipment 
to perform public services should not bear the sole responsibility for 
supporting the electronic repeater stations.

In recognition of the essential role performed by the amateur 
radio operators in emergency communications, the legislature intends 
to reduce the rental fee paid by the amateur radio operators while 
assuring the department full market rental for the use of state-owned 
property.  [2003 c 334 s 461; 1988 c 209 s 1. Formerly RCW 79.12.015.]

Intent—2003 c 334: See note following RCW 79.02.010.
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