
RCW 79A.65.020  Securing unauthorized vessels—Notice—Claiming 
vessels—Abandoned vessels—Derelict vessel removal account.  (1) The 
commission may take reasonable measures, including but not limited to 
the use of anchors, chains, ropes, and locks, or removal from the 
water, to secure unauthorized vessels located at or on a commission 
facility so that the unauthorized vessels are in the possession and 
control of the commission. At least ten days before securing any 
unauthorized registered vessel, the commission shall send notification 
by registered mail to the last registered owner or registered owners 
of the vessel at their last known address or addresses.

(2) The commission may take reasonable measures, including but 
not limited to the use of anchors, chains, ropes, locks, or removal 
from the water, to secure any vessel if the vessel, in the opinion of 
the commission, is a nuisance, is in danger of sinking or creating 
other damage to a commission facility, or is otherwise a threat to the 
health, safety, or welfare of the public or environment at a 
commission facility. The costs of any such procedure shall be paid by 
the vessel's owner.

(3) At the time of securing any vessel under subsection (1) or 
(2) of this section, the commission shall attach to the vessel a 
readily visible notice or, when practicable, shall post such notice in 
a conspicuous location at the commission facility in the event the 
vessel is removed from the premises. The notice shall be of a 
reasonable size and shall contain the following information:

(a) The date and time the notice was attached or posted;
(b) A statement that the vessel has been secured by the 

commission and that if the commission's charges, if any, are not paid 
and the vessel is not removed by . . . . . . (the thirty-fifth 
consecutive day following the date of attachment or posting of the 
notice), the vessel will be considered abandoned and will be sold at 
public auction to satisfy the charges;

(c) The address and telephone number where additional information 
may be obtained concerning the securing of the vessel and conditions 
for its release; and

(d) A description of the owner's or secured party's rights under 
this chapter.

(4) With respect to registered vessels: Within five days of the 
date that notice is attached or posted under subsection (3) of this 
section, the commission shall send such notice, by registered mail, to 
each registered owner.

(5) If a vessel is secured under subsection (1) or (2) of this 
section, the owner, or any person with a legal right to possess the 
vessel, may claim the vessel by:

(a) Making arrangements satisfactory to the commission for the 
immediate removal of the vessel from the commission's control or for 
authorized storage or moorage; and

(b) Making payment to the commission of all reasonable charges 
incurred by the commission in securing the vessel under subsections 
(1) and (2) of this section and of all moorage fees owed to the 
commission.

(6) A vessel is considered abandoned if, within the thirty-five 
day period following the date of attachment or posting of notice in 
subsection (3) of this section, the vessel has not been claimed under 
subsection (5) of this section.

(7) If the owner or owners of a vessel are unable to reimburse 
the commission for all reasonable charges under subsections (1) and 
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(2) of this section within a reasonable time, the commission may seek 
reimbursement of ninety percent of all reasonable and auditable costs 
from the derelict vessel removal account established in RCW 
79.100.100.  [2013 c 291 s 3; 2002 c 286 s 21; 1994 c 51 s 2. Formerly 
RCW 88.27.020.]

Effective date—2002 c 286: See RCW 79.100.901.
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