
RCW 90.56.510  Oil spill prevention account.  (1) The oil spill 
prevention account is created in the state treasury. All receipts from 
RCW 82.23B.020(2) shall be deposited in the account. Moneys from the 
account may be spent only after appropriation. The account is subject 
to allotment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW. If, on the first day 
of any calendar month, the balance of the oil spill response account 
is greater than nine million dollars and the balance of the oil spill 
prevention account exceeds the unexpended appropriation for the 
current biennium, then the tax under RCW 82.23B.020(2) shall be 
suspended on the first day of the next calendar month until the 
beginning of the following biennium, provided that the tax shall not 
be suspended during the last six months of the biennium. If the tax 
imposed under RCW 82.23B.020(2) is suspended during two consecutive 
biennia, the department shall by November 1st after the end of the 
second biennium, recommend to the appropriate standing committees an 
adjustment in the tax rate. For the biennium ending June 30, 1999, and 
the biennium ending June 30, 2001, the state treasurer may transfer a 
total of up to one million dollars from the oil spill response account 
to the oil spill prevention account to support appropriations made 
from the oil spill prevention account in the omnibus appropriations 
act adopted not later than June 30, 1999.

(2) Expenditures from the oil spill prevention account shall be 
used exclusively for the administrative costs related to the purposes 
of this chapter, and chapters 90.48, 88.40, and 88.46 RCW. In 
addition, until June 30, 2021, expenditures from the oil spill 
prevention account may be used, subject to amounts appropriated 
specifically for this purpose, for the development and annual review 
of local emergency planning committee emergency response plans in RCW 
38.52.040(3). Starting with the 1995-1997 biennium, the legislature 
shall give activities of state agencies related to prevention of oil 
spills priority in funding from the oil spill prevention account. 
Costs of prevention include the costs of:

(a) Routine responses not covered under RCW 90.56.500;
(b) Management and staff development activities;
(c) Development of rules and policies and the statewide plan 

provided for in RCW 90.56.060;
(d) Facility and vessel plan review and approval, drills, 

inspections, investigations, enforcement, and litigation;
(e) Interagency coordination and public outreach and education;
(f) Collection and administration of the tax provided for in 

chapter 82.23B RCW; and
(g) Appropriate travel, goods and services, contracts, and 

equipment.
(3) Before expending moneys from the account for a response under 

subsection (2)(a) of this section, but without delaying response 
activities, the director shall make reasonable efforts to obtain 
funding for response costs under this section from the person 
responsible for the spill and from other sources, including the 
federal government.

(4) During the 2019-2021 fiscal biennium, the legislature may 
appropriate moneys from the oil spill prevention account to the oil 
spill response account.  [2020 c 357 s 921; 2019 c 415 s 994; 2015 c 
274 s 7; 2000 c 69 s 22; 1999 sp.s. c 7 s 2; 1997 c 449 s 3; 1995 2nd 
sp.s. c 14 s 525; 1994 sp.s. c 6 s 903; 1993 c 162 s 2; 1992 c 73 s 
41; 1991 c 200 s 806.]
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Effective date—2020 c 357: See note following RCW 43.79.545.
Effective date—2019 c 415: See note following RCW 28B.20.476.
Effective date—2015 c 274: See note following RCW 90.56.005.
Effective date—1999 sp.s. c 7: See note following RCW 

82.23B.020.
Effective date—1997 c 449: See note following RCW 82.23B.020.
Severability—1995 2nd sp.s. c 14: See note following RCW 

43.19.1919.
Effective dates—1995 2nd sp.s. c 14: See note following RCW 

43.19.1919.
Severability—Effective date—1994 sp.s. c 6: See notes following 

RCW 28A.310.020.
Severability—Effective date—1993 c 162: See notes following RCW 

88.46.170.
Effective dates—1992 c 73: See RCW 82.23B.902.
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