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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6285

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conm ttee on Governnment Operations (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Goi ngs, MCaslin, Haugen, Wnsley, Patterson and Rasnussen)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 98.

AN ACT Relating to benefit charges inposed by fire protection
districts; and anmendi ng RCW 52. 18. 010, 52. 18. 050, and 84.55. 092.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH52.18.010 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The board of fire comm ssioners of a fire protection district may
by resolution, for fire protection district purposes authorized by | aw,
fix and i npose a benefit charge on personal property and inprovenents
to real property which are located within the fire protection district
on the date specified and which have or will receive the benefits
provided by the fire protection district, to be paid by the owers of
the properties: PROVI DED, That a benefit charge shall not apply to
personal property and inprovenents to real property owned or used by
any recogni zed rel i gious denom nation or religious organi zation as, or
including, a sanctuary or for purposes related to the bona fide
religious mnistries of the denom nation or religious organization
i ncluding schools and educational facilities used for kindergarten
primary, or secondary educational purposes or for institutions of
hi gher education and all grounds and buil dings rel ated thereto, but not
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i ncl udi ng personal property and i nprovenents to real property owned or
used by any recogni zed rel i gi ous denom nation or religious organi zation
for business operations, profit-making enterprises, or activities not
i ncluding use of a sanctuary or related to kindergarten, primry, or
secondary educati onal purposes or for institutions of higher education.
The aggregate amount of such benefit charges in any one year shall not
exceed an anount equal to sixty percent of the operating budget for the
year in which the benefit charge is to be collected: PROVIDED, That it
shal |l be the duty of the county |l egislative authority or authorities of
the county or counties in which the fire protection district is |ocated
to make any necessary adjustnents to assure conpliance with such
[imtation and to i medi ately notify the board of fire comm ssioners of
any changes thereof.

A benefit charge inposed shall be reasonably proportioned to the
measur abl e benefits to property resulting fromthe services afforded by
the district. It is acceptable to apportion the benefit charge to the
val ues of the properties as found by the county assessor or assessors
nodi fied generally in the proportion that fire insurance rates are
reduced or entitled to be reduced as the result of providing the
servi ces. Any other nethod that reasonably apportions the benefit
charges to the actual benefits resulting fromthe degree of protection,
which may include but is not limted to the distance fromregularly
mai ntained fire protection equipnent, the level of fire prevention
services provided to the properties, or the need of the properties for
speci al i zed services, nmay be specified in the resolution and shall be
subj ect to contest on the ground of unreasonable or capricious action
or action in excess of the neasurable benefits to the property
resulting fromservices afforded by the district. The board of fire
comm ssioners may determ ne that certain properties or types or cl asses
of properties are not receiving neasurable benefits based on criteria
they establish by resolution. A benefit charge authorized by this
chapter shall not be applicable to the personal property or
i nprovenents to real property of any individual, corporation,
partnership, firm organization, or association maintaining a fire
departnment and whose fire protection and training system has been
accepted by a fire insurance underwiter maintaining a fire protection
engi neering and inspection service authorized by the state insurance
conmi ssioner to do business in this state, but such property may be

SSB 6285. SL p. 2
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protected by the fire protection district wunder a contractual
agreement .

For adm nistrative purposes, the benefit charge inposed on any
i ndi vidual property may be conpiled into a single charge, provided that

the district, upon request of the property owner, provide an item zed

list of charges for each neasurabl e benefit included in the charge.

Sec. 2. RCWH52.18.050 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any benefit charge authorized by this chapter shall not be
effective unless a proposition to i npose the benefit charge i s approved
by a sixty percent majority of the voters of the district voting at a
general election or at a special election called by the district for
that purpose, held within the fire protection district. An election
hel d pursuant to this section shall be held not nore than twel ve nont hs
prior to the date on which the first such charge is to be assessed:
PROVI DED, That a benefit charge approved at an election shall not
remain in effect for a period of nore than six years nor nore than the
nunber of years authorized by the voters if fewer than six years unl ess
subsequent |y reapproved by the voters.

(2) The ballot shall be submtted so as to enable the voters
favoring the authorization of afire protection district benefit charge
to vote "Yes" and those opposed thereto to vote "No," and the ball ot
shal | be:

"Shall . . . . . . county fire protection district No.
be authorized to inpose benefit charges each year for :
(it nsert nunmber of years not to exceed six) years, not to exceed
an amount equal to sixty percent of its operating budget, and
be prohibited frominposing an additional property tax under
RCW 52. 16. 1607?

YES NO

I [

(3) Districts renewing the benefit charge may elect to use the
following alternative ballot:

"Shall . . . . . . county fire protection district No.
be aut horized to conti nue voter-authorized benefit charges each
vear for . . . . (insert nunmber of years not to exceed six)

vears, not to exceed an anount equal to sixty percent of its
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oper ati ng budget, and be prohibited frominposi ng an addi ti onal
property tax under RCW52.16.1607?
YES NO

Sec. 3. RCW84.55.092 and 1988 ¢ 274 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The reqgul ar property tax levy for each taxing district other than
the state may be set at the anopunt which would be allowed otherw se
under this chapter if the regular property tax levy for the district
for taxes due in prior years beginning with 1986 had been set at the
full amount allowed under this chapter including any |levy authorized
under RCW52. 16. 160 t hat woul d have been i nposed but for the limtation

in RCW 52.18.065, applicable upon imposition of the benefit charge

under chapter 52.18 RCW

The purpose of this sectionis to renove the incentive for a taxing
district to miintainits tax levy at the maxi mum| evel permtted under
this chapter, and to protect the future |levy capacity of a taxing
district that reduces its tax levy below the level that it otherw se
coul d i npose under this chapter, by renoving the adverse consequences
to future levy capacities resulting fromsuch |levy reductions.

Passed the Senate February 11, 1998.

Passed the House February 27, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 11, 1998.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 11, 1998.
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