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ENGROSSED SENATE Bl LL 6628

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Finkbeiner, Anderson, Zarelli and Schow

Read first time 01/23/98. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the state-owned facilities conmponent of the
state-wide transportation plan and intercity passenger rail; and
amendi ng RCW 47.06. 040, 47.06.050, and 47.06.090; and adding a new
chapter to 81.104 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.06.040 and 1994 c 258 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall devel op a state-w de nultinodal transportation
plan under RCW 47.01.071(3) and in conformance wth federa
requi renents, to ensure the continued nobility of people and goods
wi thin regions and across the state in a safe, cost-effective manner.
The state-wi de nultinodal transportation plan shall consist of:

(1) A state-owned facilities conponent, which shall guide state
investnment for state highways including bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, and state ferries; and

(2) A state-interest conponent, which shall define the state
interest in aviation, marine ports and navigation, freight rail,
intercity passenger rail, bicycle transportation and pedestrian
wal kways, and public transportation, and recommend actions in
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coordination wth appropriate public and private transportation
providers to ensure that the state interest in these transportation
nodes is net.

The pl ans devel oped under each conponent nust be consistent with
the state transportation policy plan and wth each other, reflect
public involvenent, be consistent wth regional transportation
pl anni ng, hi gh- capacity transportation pl anni ng, and | ocal
conprehensi ve plans prepared under chapter 36.70A RCW and include
anal ysi s of internodal connections and choices. A primary enphasis for
these plans shall be the relief of congestion, the preservation of
exi sting investnents, the i nprovenent of traveler safety, the efficient
novenent of freight and goods, and the inprovenent and integration of
all transportation nodes to create a seanl ess i nternodal transportation
system for people and goods.

In the devel opnent of the state-wide nultinodal transportation
pl an, the departnment shall identify and docunent potential affected
envi ronment al resources, including, but not [imted to, wetl ands, storm
water runoff, flooding, air quality, fish passage, and wldlife
habitat. The departnent shall conduct its environnental identification
and docunentation in coordination with all relevant environnental
regul atory authorities, i ncl udi ng, but not Ilimted to, | ocal
gover nnents. The departnent shall give the relevant environnental
regul atory authorities an opportunity to review the departnent’s
envi ronnent al plans. The rel evant environnental regul atory authorities
shal |l provide comments on the departnent’s environnental plans in a
tinmely manner. Environnental identification and docunentation as
provided for in RCW 47.01.300 and this section is not intended to
create a private right of action or require an environnmental inpact
statenent as provided in chapter 43.21C RCW

*Sec. 2. RCWA47.06. 050 and 1993 ¢ 446 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The state-owned facilities conponent of the state-w de
transportation plan shall identify the npost cost-effective combi nati on
of highway, ferry, passenger rail, and high-capacity transportation
i nprovenments that maxim zes the effici ent novenent of people, freight,
and goods within state transportation corridors and will consist of:

(1) The state hi ghway system plan, which identifies program and
financing needs and recommends specific and financially realistic

ESB 6628. SL p. 2
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i nprovements to preserve the structural integrity of the state hi ghnay
system ensure acceptable operating conditions, and provide for
enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultural resources. The
state hi ghway system plan shall contain the foll owi ng el ements:

(a) A systempreservation el ement, which shall establish structural
preservation obj ectives for the state hi ghway systemi ncl udi ng bri dges,
identify current and future structural deficiencies based upon anal ysi s
of current conditions and proj ected future deterioration, and recomnend
program fundi ng | evel s and specific actions necessary to preserve the
structural integrity of the state highway system consistent wth
adopt ed obj ecti ves. This element shall serve as the basis for the
preservation conponent of the six-year hi ghway programand t he t wo- year
bi enni al budget request to the Iegislature;

(b) A capacity and operational inprovement el enment, which shall
establ i sh operati onal objectives, including safety considerations, for
nmovi ng peopl e and goods on the state hi ghway system identify current
and future capacity, operational, and safety deficiencies, and
reconmend program funding Ilevels and specific inprovements and
strategi es necessary to achieve the operational objectives. In
devel opi ng capacity and operational inprovement plans the depart nment
shall first assess strategies to enhance the operational efficiency of
the exi sting system before recomrendi ng system expansi on. Congesti on
relief nust be a primary enphasis of the capacity and operational

i nprovenment el enent. Strategies to enhance the operational

efficiencies include but are not Ilimted to access managenent,
transportati on systemmanagement, demand management, and hi gh- occupancy
vehicle facilities. The capacity and operational inprovenent el ement
nust conformto the state inplenmentation plan for air quality and be
consi stent with regional transportation plans adopted under chapter
47.80 RCW and shall serve as the basis for the capacity and
oper ational inprovement portions of the six-year highway program and
t he two-year biennial budget request to the |egislature;

(c) A scenic and recreational highways element, which shall
identify and recommend desi gnati on of sceni c and recreational hi ghways,
provide for enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultural
resources associ ated wi t h desi gnat ed rout es, and recomrend a vari ety of
managenment strategies to protect, preserve, and enhance these
resources. The department, affected counties, cities, and towns,
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regi onal transportation planning organizations, and other state or
federal agencies shall jointly devel op this el enent;

(d) A paths and trails el enent, which shall identify the needs of
nonnotori zed transportation nodes on the state transportation systens
and provide the basis for the i nvestment of state transportation funds
in paths and trails, including funding provided under chapter 47. 30
RCW

(2) The state ferry system plan, which shall guide capital and
operating investnents in the state ferry system The plan shall
establ i sh service objectives for state ferry routes, forecast travel
demand for the various markets served in the system and devel op
strategies for ferry system investment that consider regional and
st at e-wi de vehicl e and passenger needs, support |ocal |and use plans,
and assure that ferry services are fully integrated wth other
transportation services. The plan shall assess the role of private
ferries operating wunder the authority of the wutilities and
transportation conm ssion and shall coordinate ferry systemcapital and
operational plans with t hese private operations. The ferry systempl an
nust be consistent with the regional transportation plans for areas
served by the state ferry system and shall be devel oped i n conj unction
with the ferry advisory conmittees.

*Sec. 2 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

*Sec. 3. RCWA47.06. 090 and 1993 ¢ 446 s 9 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The state-interest conponent of the state-wi de nultinodal
transportation plan shall include an intercity passenger rail plan,
which shall analyze existing intercity passenger rail service and
recomrend i nprovenents to that service under the state passenger rail
service program including depot inprovenents, potential service
extensions, and ways to achieve higher train speeds. The pl an nust

i ncl ude:

(1) A service preservation elenent that outlines the trackage,
depots, and train investnents needed to maintain established service

|l evel s; and

(2) A service inprovenent elenent that establishes service
i nprovenent objectives and outlines the trackage, depot, and train

i nvestnents needed to neet inprovenent service objectives.

*Sec. 3 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

ESB 6628. SL p. 4
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 81.104 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any regional transit authority inposing taxes under this chapter
shall consult with the departnment of comunity, trade, and economc
devel opnment to explore the potential for devel opi ng contracti ng net hods
and procedures that encourage the establishnment of a manufacturing base
in the state of Washington for the purpose of constructing and
assenbling commuter and light rail train sets and conponents. The
regi onal transit authority shal | report its findi ngs and
recomendations to the legislative transportation commttee by January
1, 1999.

Passed the Senate March 12, 1998.

Passed the House March 11, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 1998, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 27, 1998.

Note: Governor’s explanation of partial veto is as foll ows:

"I amreturning herewth, wthout ny approval as to sections 2 and
3, Engrossed Senate Bill No. 6628 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to the state-owned facilities conponent of the
state-wi de transportation plan and intercity passenger rail;"

Section 2 of ESB 6628 would require an in-depth nodal trade-off
anal ysi s. Such an analysis is the type of research that we should
ultimately seek in our state transportation plan. However, section 2
calls for a cutting-edge type of analysis. There is not sufficient
research available to support that type of analysis at this tine, and
it is wunrealistic to expect the Departnment of Transportation to
acconplish such extensive work w thout any funding.

Section 3 of ESB 6628 would add additional requirenments to the
intercity passenger rail plan. Wile it would certainly be worthwhil e
for decision makers to have such i nformation, the exam nati on shoul d be
nore nodal ly conprehensive. That is, simlar data should be gl eaned
for all nodes to allow a nore fair conparison. And again, wthout
funding fromthe Legislature, the Departnent of Transportation cannot
conduct such major work wthout being forced to neglect existing
statutory requirenents.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 2 and 3 of Engrossed
Senate Bill No. 6628.

Wth the exception of sections 2 and 3, Engrossed Senate Bill No.
6628 i s approved.”
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