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HOUSE BI LL 2719

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ericksen, Linville, Sunp, Koster, Regala, Lanbert,
Morris, Eickneyer, Anderson, Fortunato, Haigh, G Chandler, Kagi and
Rockefel |l er

Read first tinme 01/19/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to providing imunity for placenent of |arge woody
debris into streans; and adding a new section to chapter 75.46 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 75.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Ilegislature recognizes that |arge woody debris was
frequently renoved fromstreans decades ago because of concerns that it
may cause flooding downstream The legislature finds that the
pl acemrent of |arge woody debris into streanms serves an inportant
purpose in salnon recovery because it can create riffle pools for
salnon to rest and feed, and can provide protection for salnon from
predators. Large woody debris in streans can al so benefit other fish
and wldlife, and can enhance water quality. The legislature finds
that | andowners who are required to place large woody debris into
streans for fish recovery, and vol unteers who pl ace | arge woody debri s
into streans as part of salnon recovery projects serve an inportant
state purpose and should be immune to any liability that may occur as
aresult of this activity.
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(2) Any | andowner, volunteer, state and |ocal governnent agency
personnel, or other person involved in the design or placenment of |arge
woody debris into a stream to enhance salnon or other fish recovery
shall not be held liable for any injury or damages resulting from
ordi nary negligence associated with these actions, including but not
limted to personal injury, property danmage, flooding, erosion, damage
to public inprovenents, and other injury or damages of any kind or
character resulting fromthe placenent of the |arge woody debris.

~-- END ---
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