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HOUSE BI LL 2725

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives M el ke, Boldt, Carrell, Canpbell, Sunp and Fortunato

Read first tine 01/19/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating to limting taxes; and adding a new section to
chapter 84.55 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 84.55 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any tax increase adopted by any governnental entity during the
period beginning July 2, 1999, through Decenber 31, 1999, is null and
void and of no effect. Revenues collected fromany tax or fee increase
adopt ed by any governnental entity during the period beginning July 2,
1999, through Decenber 31, 1999, shall be remtted to the taxpayer.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "tax" includes, but is not
necessarily limted to, sales and use taxes, property taxes, business
and occupation taxes, fuel taxes, inpact fees, |license fees, permt
fees, utility rates, including sewer and water rates, and any other
exci se tax, fee, or nonetary charge i nposed by the state.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "tax" does not include:

(a) Higher education tuition;

(b) CGvil and crimnal fines and ot her charges collected in cases
of restitution or violation of [aw or contract; and
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(c) The price of goods offered for sale by the state.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "tax increase" includes, but
IS not necessarily limted to, a new tax, a nonetary increase in an
existing tax, atax rate increase, an expansion in the |l egal definition
of a tax base, and an extension of an expiring tax.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "tax increase" does not
i ncl ude any taxes approved by a vote of the people.

(6) For the purposes of this section, "governnental entity"
i ncludes, but is not necessarily limted to, the state and all its
departnents and agenci es, any county, city, town, or special district,
and any other political subdivision or governnmental instrumentality
within the state.

~-- END ---
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