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HOUSE BI LL 2988

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ronero, Lanbert, Regala, Anderson, Schual-Berke
D ckerson, Edwards, Wod and Ruder man

Read first tinme 01/25/2000. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Relating to information about initiatives; adding new
sections to chapter 29.79 RCW and adding a new section to chapter
29.81 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.79 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The attorney general shall prepare a conprehensive summary of each
initiative to the people that is certified to the ballot and each
initiative to the | egislature, and any alternative neasure proposed by
the legislature that will appear on the ballot. The conprehensive
summary must include a detailed description of the initiative
provi sions, a discussion of potential constitutional issues that may
arise fromthe initiative if it were to be approved by state voters,
and an executive summary of the description and potential
constitutional issues. The detailed description, and in particular the
executive summary, nust be witten in clear and concise | anguage and
avoid legal and technical ternms when possible. The conprehensive
summary nmust be avail able online fromthe secretary of state’s website.
The executive summary nust be included in the state voters’ panphlet.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29.79 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The of fice of financial managenent shall prepare a fiscal note for
each initiative to the people that is certified to the ballot and each
initiative to the | egislature, and any alternative neasure proposed by
the legislature that will appear on the ballot. The fiscal note nust
describe any projected increases or decreases in revenues, coOsts,
expendi tures, or indebtedness that the state and | ocal governnents wil |
experience if the initiative neasure were approved by state voters.
The fiscal note must include an executive summary of these fisca
inpacts that is witten in clear and conci se | anguage and avoi ds | egal
and technical terns when possible, and may include easy to understand
graphics. The fiscal note nmust be available online fromthe secretary
of state’'s website. The executive summary nust be included in the
state voters’ panphlet.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29.81 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to other information required to be included in the
voters’ panphlet on aninitiative, the secretary of state shall include
the initiative s conprehensive summary prepared under section 1 of this
act and the initiative's fiscal note prepared under section 2 of this
act. This additional information nust be presented highlighting the
executive sunmari es.

~-- END ---

HB 2988 p. 2



