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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5326

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Governnment Operations & Elections (originally
sponsor ed by Senators Kohl - Vel | es, Pri denore, Esser, Kli ne,
Wei nstei n, Poul sen, Finkbeiner, MAuliffe, Keiser and Spanel)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to providing home rule charter cities the ability
to choose their election system and amendi ng RCW 29A. 52. 210.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A 52.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al city and town primaries shall be nonpartisan. Primaries for
special purpose districts, except those districts that require
ownership of property within the district as a prerequisite to voting,
shall be nonpartisan. City, town, and district primaries shall be held
as provided in RCW ((29A04-310)) 29A.04.311, except where the charter
of a first class city provides for a ranked voting system in which
case a primary election is not necessary.

The purpose of this section is to establish the holding of a
primary, subject to the exenptions in RCW 29A. 52.220, as a uniform
procedural requirenment to the holding of city, town, and district
el ections, except where the charter of a first class city provides for
a ranked voting system These provisions supersede any and all other

statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
el ection requirenents.
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If a first class city provides for a ranked voting systemin

its

charter, the secretary of state shall assist the county auditor

w th

i npl ementation of the ranked voting system

~-- END ---
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