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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5327

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Financial Institutions, Housing & Consuner
Protection (originally sponsored by Senators Fairley and Kohl-Wel | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to creating an office of privacy protection; adding
a new section to chapter 43.10 RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The office of privacy protection is created in the office of
the attorney general under the direction of the attorney general and
the secretary of state. The office's purpose is protecting the privacy
of individuals' personal information in a manner consistent with the
Washi ngton state Constitution by identifying consuner problens in the
privacy area and facilitating developnent of fair information
practices.

(2) The office shall inform the public of potential options for
protecting the privacy of, and avoiding the msuse of, personal
i nformation.

(3) The office shall make recommendations to organi zations for
privacy policies and practices that pronote and protect the interests
of WAshi ngt on consuners.
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(4) The office may pronote voluntary and nutually agreed upon
nonbi nding arbitration and nedi ati on of privacy-rel ated di sputes where
appropri ate.

(5) The director of the office of privacy protection shall do al
of the follow ng:

(a) Receive conplaints from individuals concerning any person
obtai ning, conpiling, maintaining, using, disclosing, or disposing of
personal information in a manner that may be potentially unlawful or
violate a stated privacy policy relating to that individual, and
provi de advice, information, and referral, where avail abl e;

(b) Provide information to consuners on effective ways of handling
conplaints that involve violations of privacy-related |aws, including

identity theft and identity fraud. | f appropriate local, state, or
federal agencies are available to assist consuners wth those
conplaints, the director shall refer those conplaints to those
agenci es;

(c) Develop informati on and educati onal progranms and naterials to
foster public understanding and recognition of the purposes of this
section;

(d) Investigate and assist in the prosecution of identity theft and
ot her privacy-related crines, and, as necessary, coordinate with | ocal,
state, and federal |aw enforcenent agencies in the investigation of
simlar crimes; and

(e) Assist and coordinate in the training of local, state, and
federal |aw enforcenent agencies regarding identity theft and other
privacy-related crines, as appropriate.

(6) The director may adopt rules as necessary to inplenment
subsection (5)(b) through (e) of this section.

(7) The inplenentation of this section is subject to the
avai lability of funds appropriated specifically for this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect January 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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