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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5393

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Government Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kastama, Shin, Rockefeller, Schm dt, Kohl-
VWl les, Pridenore and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to veterans' relief; anending RCW 73.08.010,
73.08.070, 73.08.080, and 41.04.007; adding new sections to chapter
73.08 RCW creating a new section; and repealing RCW 73.08.030,
73.08. 040, 73.08.050, and 73.08. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) It is the intent of the | egislature that
each county establish a veterans' assistance program to benefit
i ndigent veterans and their famlies. These prograns nust be funded,
at least in part, by veterans' assistance funds. The | egislature
intends also for each county to establish a veterans' advisory board
responsi bl e for advising the county |egislative authority on needed and
appropri ate assi stance prograns for |ocal indigent veterans and their
famlies. Recogni zing the valuable insight and perspectives that
veterans offer, it is the intent of the legislature that each board be
conprised entirely of veterans.

(2) The legislature recognizes that ongoing veterans' relief or
assi stance prograns in sone areas of the state have provi ded neani ngful
assistance to indigent veterans and famly nenbers. The | egislature
further recogni zes that vet er ans' service organizations have
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traditionally been the initial point of contact for indigent veterans
and famly nenbers seeking assistance. In recognition of these
factors, the legislature intends to authorize, upon the satisfaction of
certain admnistrative requirenents, existing veterans' relief or
assistance prograns to continue providing needed and effective
assistance to indigent veterans and their famlies.

(3) The legislature recognizes that counties respond to the needs
of indigent veterans and fam |y nenbers in the manner nost appropriate
to the needs and resources of the county. The legislature intends for
the provisions of this act to facilitate the effective use of
assi stance funds through efficient nodel prograns that benefit veterans
and famly nmenbers experiencing financial hardships.

(4) It is the policy of the state of Washington that bias shall not
play a role in the distribution of the veterans' assistance fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 73.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Direct costs" includes those allowable costs that can be
readily assigned to the statutory objectives of this chapter,
consistent with the cost principles promulgated by the federal office
of managenent and budget in circular No. A-87, dated May 10, 2004.

(2) "Famly" neans the spouse, w dow, w dower, and dependent
children of a living or deceased veteran.

(3) "Indigent"” nmeans a person who is defined as such by the county
| egislative authority using one or nore of the follow ng definitions:

(a) Receiving one of the followng types of public assistance:
Tenporary assistance for needy famlies, general assistance, poverty-
related veterans' ©benefits, food stanps or food stanp benefits
transferred el ectronically, refugee resettl enment benefits, nedicaid, or
suppl enental security incone;

(b) Receiving an annual inconme, after taxes, of up to one hundred
fifty percent or less of the current federally established poverty
| evel, or receiving an annual incone not exceeding a higher qualifying
i ncone established by the county | egislative authority; or

(c) Unable to pay reasonable costs for shelter, food, utilities,
and transportation because his or her available funds are insufficient.
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(4) "Indirect costs" includes those allowable costs that are
general ly associated with carrying out the statutory objectives of this
chapter, but the identification and tracking of those costs cannot be
readily assigned to a specific statutory objective wthout an
accounting effort that is disproportionate to the benefit received. A
county |l egislative authority may allocate all owable indirect costs to
its veterans' assistance fund if it is acconplished in a manner
consistent with the cost principles promulgated by the federal office
of managenent and budget in circular No. A-87, dated May 10, 2004.

(5) "Veteran" has the sanme neani ng as defined in RCW41. 04. 005 and
41. 04. 007.

(6) "Veterans' advisory board" neans a board established by a
county | egislative authority under the authority of section 4 of this
act .

(7) "Veterans' assistance fund" neans an account in the custody of
the county auditor, or the chief financial officer in a county
operating under a charter, that is funded by taxes |evied under the
authority of RCW 73. 08. 080.

(8) "Veterans' assistance program neans a program approved by the
county | egislative authority under the authority of RCW 73.08. 010 t hat
is fully or partially funded by the veterans' assistance fund
aut hori zed by RCW 73. 08. 080.

Sec. 3. RCW 73. 08. 010 and 2002 ¢ 292 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) For the relief of indigent ((anrd—suffering)) veterans ((as
defined+nROW41-04-007-and)), their famlies ((er)), and the famlies

of ((t+hese)) deceased indigent veterans, ((whoe—need-asststanrce+hrany

eHy—town—or—preetnet—h—this—state)) the legislative authority of
((Phe)) each county ((Fﬂ—%h+eh—%he—e+%y——%eMﬂ—e+—p%ee+ﬂe%—+s—s+PH&Ped
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expenditure—of—satdsumor—surs—of—+rpney)) shall establish a veterans
assi stance programto address the needs of |ocal indigent veterans and
their famlies. The county legislative authority shall consult wth
and solicit recommendations from the veterans' advisory board
establi shed under section 4 of this act to determne the appropriate
services needed for local indigent veterans. Vet erans’' assi st ance
prograns shall be funded, at least in part, by the veterans' assistance
fund created under the authority of RCW 73. 08. 080.

(2) The county legislative authority may authorize other entities
to administer a veterans' assistance program or prograns through
grants, contracts, or interlocal agreenents. If the county leqgislative
authority authorizes another entity to admnister a veterans'
assi stance program or prograns, the terns of the grant, contract, or
interlocal agreenent nust, for each program specify:

(a) The details of the program

(b) The responsibilities of all parties;

(c) The duration of the program

(d) The costs and sources of funding;

(e) Any insurance or bond requirenents;

(f) The format and frequency of progress and final reports; and

(a) Any other information deened necessary or appropriate by either
party.

(3) If the county legislative authority authorizes another entity
to administer a veterans' assistance program or prograns, the
aut hori zed entity should, to the extent feasible and consistent with
this chapter, ensure that a local branch of a nationally recognized
veterans' service organization is the initial point of contact for a
veteran or famly nenber seeking assistance.

(4) Nothing in this section shall prohibit or be construed as
prohibiting a county from authorizing the continued operation of a
veterans' relief or assistance program or prograns existing on January
1, 2005, if the authorizing leqgislative authority:

(a) Solicits advice fromthe veterans' advisory board established
in section 4 of this act; and

(b) Satisfies the grant, contractual, or interlocal agreenent
requi renents of subsection (2) of this section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 73.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) The legislative authority for each county nust establish a

veterans' advisory board. Upon its establishnment, the board shall
advi se the county legislative authority on the needs of |ocal indigent
veterans, the resources available to local indigent veterans, and

prograns that could benefit the needs of |ocal indigent veterans and
their famlies.

(2) The county legislative authority nust solicit representatives
fromeither |ocal branches of nationally recogni zed veterans' service
organi zations or the veterans' community at large, or both, to serve on
t he board. No fewer than a mpjority of the board nenbers shall be
menbers fromnationally recogni zed veterans' service organi zati ons and
only veterans are eligible to serve as board nenbers.

(3) Service on the board is voluntary. The county |egislative
authority may provide for reinbursenent to board nenbers for expenses
i ncurred.

Sec. 5. RCW 73.08. 070 and 2002 ¢ 292 s 9 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((H—shall—betheduty—eof)) (1) The legislative authority ((+n—each
of—the—ecounttes—+n—this—state—te)) for each county nust designate

((seme)) proper authority ((

a aallla AY-O N a a a¥a'
O C v O Ci w, o

he expense of the county ((theboedy

a

veterans—who—shalH—hereafter—die)), for the burial or cremation of any
deceased indigent veteran or deceased famly nenber of an indigent
veteran who died w thout |eaving neans sufficient to defray funera
expenses( ( —and—when—requested-so-to—-do—by the commandingofficer—o

HOARVER —TFhat—sueh—tntervent—shal—noet—cost—mpre—than) ). The costs of

such a burial or cremation nmay not exceed the limt established by the
county legislative authority nor be |less than three hundred dol |l ars.
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(2) If the deceased has relatives or friends who desire to conduct
the burial or cremation of such deceased person, then ((upen—+eguest—of
sat-d—ecommander—or—frelHef—ecommttee)) a sum not to exceed the limt
established by the county legislative authority nor less than three
hundred dol lars shall be paid to ((satd)) the relatives or friends by
the county ((treasurer—upen)) auditor, or by the chief financial
officer in a county operating under a charter. Paynent shall be nade
to the relatives or friends upon presenting to the auditor or chief
financial officer due proof of the death ((anrd)), burial ((

cremati on, and expenses incurred.

(3) Expenses incurred for the burial or cremation of a deceased
i ndi gent veteran or the deceased famly nenber of an indigent veteran
as provided by this section shall be paid fromthe veterans' assistance
fund aut horized by RCW 73. 08. 080.

Sec. 6. RCW73.08.080 and 1985 ¢ 181 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The | egislative ((authorities—eofthe severalcountiesi+nathis
state)) authority in each county shall levy, in addition to the taxes
now | evied by law, a tax in a sumequal to the amunt which woul d be
raised by not |ess than one and one-ei ghth cents per thousand doll ars
of assessed val ue, and not greater than twenty-seven cents per thousand
dollars of assessed value against the taxable property of their
respective counties, to be levied and collected as now prescribed by
law for the assessnment and collection of taxes, for the purpose of
creating ((the—veteranrs)) a veterans' assistance fund ((fer—the+elef

county—tegistative—authority—PROADED—Fhat—++) ). Expenditures from
the veterans' assistance fund, and interest earned on bal ances fromthe
fund, may be used only for:
(a) The veterans' assistance prograns authorized by RCW 73.08. 010;
(b) The burial or cremation of a deceased indigent veteran or
deceased famly nenber of an indigent veteran as authorized by RCW
73.08.070; and

SSB 5393 p. 6



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e R e e e T
© 0o NOoO o WDN PR O

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(c) The direct and indirect costs incurred in the admnistration of
the fund as authorized by subsection (2) of this section.

2 If the funds on deposit((—tess—outstanding—warrants—
restding)) in the ((wveteranrs)) veterans' assistance fund, |ess
outstanding warrants, on the first Tuesday in Septenber exceed the
expected yield of one and one-eighth cents per thousand dollars of
assessed val ue agai nst the taxable property of the county, the county
| egislative authority may levy a |esser anmount((+—PREOADBEDFURFHER-
Fhat—the) ) . The direct and indirect costs incurred in the
adm nistration of ((satd—veteran-s)) the veterans' assistance fund
shall be conputed by the county ((t+reasurer)) auditor, or the chief
financial officer in a county operating under a charter, not |ess than
annual |y ((anrd—such—anrpunt)). Following the conputation of these
direct and indirect costs, an anpunt equal to these costs may then be
transferred from the ((wveteran-s)) veterans' assistance fund ((as
heretn—provided+or)) to the county current expense fund.

(3) The anount of a levy allocated to the purposes specified in
this section may be reduced in the sanme proportion as the regular
property tax levy of the county is reduced by chapter 84.55 RCW

Sec. 7. RCW41.04.007 and 2002 c 292 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

"Veteran" includes every person, who at the tinme he or she seeks
the benefits of RCW 72.36.030, 41.04.010, 73.04.090, 73.04.110,
73.08. 010, ((#3-08-060;)) 73.08.070, or 73.08.080 has received an
honor abl e di scharge or received a discharge for nedical reasons with an
honor abl e record, where applicable, and who has served in at |east one
of the follow ng capacities:

(1) As a nenber in any branch of the arned forces of the United
States, including the national guard and arned forces reserves, and has
fulfilled his or her initial mlitary service obligation;

(2) As a nenber of the wonen's air forces service pilots;

(3) As a nenber of the arned forces reserves, national guard, or
coast guard, and has been called into federal service by a presidentia
select reserve call up for at |east one hundred eighty cumul ative days;

(4) As a civil service crewrenber with service aboard a U. S. arny
transport service or U 'S naval transportation service vessel in
oceangoi ng service from Decenber 7, 1941, through Decenber 31, 1946; or

p. 7 SSB 5393



w N B

©O© 00 N o 0o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

(5 As a nenber of the Philippine armed forces/scouts during the
period of arnmed conflict from Decenber 7, 1941, through August 15,
1945.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 73.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of social and health services shall exenpt paynents
provi ded under sections 2 and 4 of this act and RCW 73.08. 010,
73.08.070, and 73.08.080 when determning eligibility for public
assi st ance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 73.08.030 (Procedure where no veterans' organization in
precinct) and 1983 ¢ 295 s 2, 1947 c 180 s 2, 1945 c 144 s 2, 1921 c 41
s 2, 1907 ¢ 64 s 2, & 1888 p 208 s 2;

(2) RCW 73.08.040 (Notice of intention to furnish relief--Annua
statenent) and 1947 ¢ 180 s 3, 1945 c 144 s 3, 1921 c 41 s 3, 1907 c 64
s 3, & 1888 p 209 s 3;

(3) RCW 73.08. 050 (Performance bond may be required) and 1983 c 295
s 3, 1947 c¢c 180 s 4, 1945 c 144 s 4, 1921 c 41 s 4, 1907 c 64 s 4, &
1888 p 209 s 4; and

(4) RCW 73.08.060 (Restrictions on sending veterans or famlies to
al nshouses, etc.) and 2002 ¢ 292 s 8, 1983 c 295 s 4, 1947 c 180 s 5,
1945 ¢ 144 s 5, 1919 ¢ 83 s 5, 1907 ¢c 64 s 5, & 1888 p 209 s 5.

~-- END ---
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