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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5872

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Stevens, Carrell, Milliken, Deccio, Finkbeiner
Del vin, Benson, Johnson, Cke, Hewitt and Schm dt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to creating the joint task force on the
adm nistration and delivery of services to children and famlies;
creating new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 1. A task force on the admnistrative
organi zation, structure, and delivery of services to children and
famlies is created to determne the nost appropriate and effective
adm nistrative structure for delivery of social and health services to
children and famlies, including juvenile rehabilitation services. The
task force shall study how best to ensure that an adm nistration has
defined |ines of responsibility for delivering services to famlies and
children in need and the best nmeans for the public to hold governnent
accountable for delivery of those services. The task force shal
conpare the effectiveness of including children and famlies services
delivery within an unbrella agency, such as the current departnent of
social and health services, with establishing a separate departnent for
children and famly services whose director reports directly to the
governor and is not under the admnistration of an unbrella agency.
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The task force shall, as part of the conparison, examne the
admnistrative structures used in other states for the delivery of
services to children and fam |lies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The task force created in section 1 of
this act shall consist of the followng nenbers appointed by the
gover nor:

(a) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or an academ c professor from a list reconmended by the
dean;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, from nanmes reconmmended by the chair
of the senate comm ttee on human services and corrections, which nust
i ncl ude one nenber fromthe mnority party;

(c) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, from nanes
recoomended by the chair of the commttee on children and famly
servi ces, which nust include one nenber fromthe mnority party;

(d) An academ c professor with expertise in the nmanagenent of
public agencies, froma list of names recommended by the dean of the
University of Washington's Daniel J. Evans graduate school of public
adm ni stration;

(e) A juvenile court admnistrator, from a list of nanes
recommended by the juvenile court adm nistrators' association;

(f) Afamly superior court judge, froma list of nanes recommended
by the superior court judges' association;

(g) Alaw enforcenent officer with experience in working with child
protective services investigations, froma list of names reconmmended by
t he Washi ngton association of sheriffs and police chiefs;

(h) The director of the office of public defense;

(1) The director of the office of the famly and children's
onbudsman;

(j) A line worker from the departnment of social and health
servi ces, juvenile rehabilitation adm nistration's comuni ty
supervi sion and pl acenent services, froma list of nanes recommended by
the federation of state enpl oyees;

(k) Aline social worker fromthe departnent of social and health
services with a master's degree in social work and fifteen years'
experience in the public or private sector investigating child abuse or
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neglect and referring famlies and children to al cohol and substance
abuse services, froma |list of names recomended by the federation of
st ate enpl oyees;

(I') A private vendor of nental health services to famlies of
children and children in both in-honme and out-of-honme placenents as a
result of abuse or neglect or for juvenile rehabilitation, froma I|ist
of names recommended by the WAshington state coalition of children's
residential services;

(m The director of the departnment of social and health services,
children's admnistration, office of legislative affairs; and

(n) Arepresentative of the governor's office.

(2) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or the academ c professor appointed by the governor shall be
the chair of the task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The task force shall study and report
findings and recommendations on which admnistrative and service
delivery structures will best acconplish positive outcones for children
and famlies and efficiencies in admnistration, including but not
limted to:

(a) Reducing the nunber of children at risk for abuse or neglect
and increasing the safety and wel | -being of children;

(b) Increasing the ability of famlies to care for their own
children and reducing the nunber of children in foster care;

(c) Increasing placenent stability and permanency for children in
out - of -honme care and reduci ng unsafe and i nappropriate pl acenents;

(d) Delivering appropriate and tinmely nental health services;

(e) Providing adequate and appropriate staff training and
educati on;

(f) Pronoting foster parent recruitnment, training, and retention;

(g) Reducing the frequency and duration of sibling separation;

(h) Delivering adequate and tinely services to adol escents;

(1) Increasing responsibility and accountability for achieving
goal s; and

(j) Inproving any other neasurable outconmes for children and
famlies.

(2) The task force shall study and report findings and
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recommendations on the costs, benefits, savings, or reductions in
services of the various admnistrative and service delivery structures
described in section 1 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The first neeting of the task force shall be
no later than May 1, 2005, with subsequent neetings as needed. The
task force nmay consult with others as is needed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The final report of the findings and
recommendations shall be provided to appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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