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S-3801. 2

SENATE BI LL 6211

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/09/2006. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to the tinber land revitalization board; and addi ng
a new chapter to Title 76 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nore than half of
the state's forty-two and one-half mllion acres are forest |ands and

that the majority of these |lands are avail able for harvest. However
many of the state's forest lands are threatened by conversion to
nonforest uses, nostly fromcomrercial and residential developnent. In

addition, worldw de fiber comodity prices, increased environnental
regul ations, and changing patterns in corporate and individua
ownership of forest lands are also contributing to the declines in
working forest lands in the state. Therefore, it is the intent of this
chapter to provide greater state financial assistance to revitalize and
mai ntain forest lands in the state, through creation of a funding board
to make grants on a conpetitive basis that support protection of the
forest |and base and that assist in developing innovative strategies
for supporting economcally and environnentally healthy forests and
f orest - dependent comuni ti es.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Board" neans the tinber land revitalization board created in
section 3 of this act.

(2) "Departnent"” neans the departnent of natural resources.

(3) "Priority needs areas" neans the geographic areas identified by
the departnent for priority lands to be addressed under the forest
| egacy program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The tinber land revitalization board is
created. The board is conposed of five nenbers, of whom four nmenbers
must be appointed by the governor. The conm ssioner of public |ands

shall serve ex officio as a voting nenber of the board. I n maki ng
appoi ntnents, the governor shall provide for representation of the
interests of industrial forest |andowners, nonindustrial forest
| andowners, |ocal governnents, and nonprofit citizen organizations
involved with the revitalization of tinber |ands and protection of the
state's forest |and base. The governor shall solicit and give
substantial consideration to nom nations provided by organizations
representing these interests. Appoi ntnments to the board by the

governor are subject to senate confirmation

(2) The governor shall select a chair fromanong the nenbers of the
boar d.

(3) Board nenbers serve four-year terns, except that the governor
shal |l designate two of the initial appointnments to serve for a term of
two years. The terns comrence January 1, 2007.

(4) Staff support to the board shall be provided by the departnent.
For adm nistrative purposes, the board shall be located within the
depart nent.

(5) Menbers of the board shall be conpensated as provided by RCW
43.03. 250, and reinbursed for travel expenses as provided by RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The board is responsible for nmaking
grants and loans for the revitalization of tinber |ands consistent with
the procedures and criteria of section 5 of this act, fromthe anounts
appropriated to the board for this purpose. To acconplish this
pur pose, the board nmay:
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(a) Provide assistance to grant applicants regarding the procedures
and criteria for grant and | oan awards;

(b) Make and execute all manner of contracts and agreenents wth
public and private parties as the board deens necessary, consistent
wi th the purposes of this chapter;

(c) Accept any gifts, grants, or loans of funds, property, or
financial or other aid in any formfromany other source on any terns
that are not in conflict with this chapter

(d) Adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCWas necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this chapter; and

(e) Do all acts necessary or convenient to carry out the powers
expressly granted or inplied under this chapter.

(2) The departnent shall provide all necessary grant and |oan
adm nistration assistance to the board, and shall distribute and
account for funds appropriated or provided to the board for the
pur poses of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) During each fiscal biennium the board's
total grants and | oans are subject to the following limtations:

(a) Not less than thirty percent and not nore than forty percent of
the total nust be awarded for projects and activities that sustain the
forest | and base and strengthen the connection between econom ¢ health
and conservation of forests in Washington. Such activities may include
but are not limted to:

(1) Programs or projects to support small tinber |andowners
i ncludi ng such strategies as group tinber certification, group habitat
conservation plans, group cash flow pools, stewardship coll aboration
and techni cal support;

(ii) Programs or projects that test nmethods for recreation access
and cost-share prograns;

(ti1) Programs or projects that test nmethods to assist forest
| andowners in providing carbon sequestration, water recharge, and ot her
natural resource services; and

(tv) Prograns or projects that test nmethods to support forest
| andowners' efforts at cost control, such as |aw enforcenent, road
gates, and cl eanup of illegal dunping.

(b) Not less than thirty percent and not nore than forty percent of
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the total nust be awarded for projects and activities that preserve
forest |l ands over the long termfor working forestry. Such activities
may i nclude but are not limted to:

(i) The acquisition of interests in forest |lands for the purpose of
protecting the |l ands for working forestry;

(ii1) Devel oping and inplenmenting cooperative agreenents with forest
| andowners for maintaining working forestry; and

(tit) Oher activities using conservation techniques such as
clustering devel opment rights, transfer of devel opnment rights, and | and
exchanges.

(c) Not less than thirty percent and not nore than forty percent of
the total nust be awarded for planning, research, and policy
devel opnment related to revitalizing working forests in the state.

(2) The board shall adopt guidelines for the anobunt of nonstate
resources that nust be commtted for grants or Jloans from the
categories established by the board. The anbunt may not be | ess than
ten percent of the anmount of the grant or |oan fromthe board.

(3) The board shall also adopt guidelines that limt the anpunt of
a grant or loan that my be allocated to admnistrative or other
expenses of a grant or loan recipient that are not directly applied to
the working forestry revitalization activities of the grant or | oan.

(4) The board shall accord additional weight to applications that
address forest lands within priority needs areas.

(5) During each fiscal year commencing July 1, 2007, and ending
June 30, 2016, the board shall establish a goal of disbursing a m ni mum
of twenty-five percent of the total funds awarded by the board in the
form of lowinterest |oans. However, if the board determ nes that
there are not sufficient applications for eligible projects to neet
this goal, the board may award a | esser anount as |oans, or nmay hold
funds until the next funding cycle to encourage a greater nunber of
| oan applicati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 76 RCW

~-- END ---
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