HB 1458-S3 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that: (1) Hood Canal and other marine waters in
Puget Sound are at risk of severe loss of marine |life from
| ow- di ssol ved oxygen. The increased input of human-infl uenced
nutrients, especially nitrogen, is a factor causing this | ow
di ssol ved oxygen condition in sonme of Puget Sound' s waters, in
addition to such natural factors as poor overall water
circulation and stratification that discourages m xing of
surface-to-deeper waters;

(2) A significant portion of the state's residents |ive
in honmes served by on-site sewage di sposal systens, and many
new residences will be served by these systens;

(3) Properly functioning on-site sewage di sposal systens
| argely protect water quality. However, inproperly functioning
on-site sewage disposal systens in nmarine recovery areas may
contam nate surface water, causing public health probl ens;

(4) Local prograns designed to identify and correct
failing on-site sewage di sposal systens have proven effective
in reducing and elimnating public health hazards, inproving
water quality, and reopening previously closed shellfish
areas; and

(5) State water quality nonitoring data and anal ysis can
help to focus these enhanced |ocal prograns on specific
geographic areas that are sources of pollutants degrading
Puget Sound wat ers.

Declares it is the purpose of this act to authorize
enhanced | ocal prograns in marine recovery areas to inventory
existing on-site sewage disposal systens, to identify the
| ocation of all on-site sewage disposal systens in nmarine
recovery areas, to require inspection of on-site sewage
di sposal systens and repairs to failing systens, to devel op
el ectronic data systens capable of sharing information
regarding on-site sewage disposal systens, and to nonitor
these progranms to ensure that they are working to protect
public health and Puget Sound water quality.

Provides that, by July 1, 2007, the local health officers
of health jurisdictions in the twelve counties bordering Puget
Sound shall develop a witten on-site program managenent pl an
to provide guidance to the | ocal health jurisdiction

Provides that, after July 1, 2007, the local health
of ficer may designate additional marine recovery areas neeting
the criteria of this act, according to new information. Were
t he departnment recommends the designation of a marine recovery
area or expansion of a designated marine recovery area, the
| ocal health officer shall notify the departnent of its
deci si on concerning the recomendation within ninety days of
recei pt of the recomendati on.



Provides that, in a marine recovery area, each |ocal
health officer shall: (1) Require that on-site sewage disposal
syst em mai nt enance speci alists, septic tank punpers, or others
performng on-site sewage disposal system inspections submt
reports or inspection results to the local health jurisdiction
regarding any failing system and

(2) Develop and maintain an electronic data system of all
on-site sewage di sposal systens within a marine recovery area
to enable the local health jurisdiction to actively nanage
on-site sewage disposal systens. In assisting devel opnent of
el ectronic data systens, the departnent shall work with | oca
health jurisdictions with marine recovery areas and the on-
site sewage disposal system industry to devel op common forns
and protocols to facilitate sharing of data. A nmarine recovery
area on-site sewage disposal electronic data system must be
conpatible with all on-site sewage disposal electronic data
systens used t hroughout a |local health jurisdiction.

Requires the on-site program managenent plans of | ocal
health jurisdictions required under this act to be submtted
to the departnment by July 1, 2007, and be reviewed to
determine if they contain all necessary elenents. The
departnment shall provide in witing to the local board of
health its review of the conpl eteness of the plan. The board
may adopt additional criteria by rule for approving plans.

Requi res the departnent to offer financial and technical
assistance to local governnents and tribal entities in Puget
Sound counties to establish or expand on-site sewage di sposal
system repair and replacenent through |ocal |oan and grant
prograns. The prograns nust give priority to |lowincone and
financially distressed homeowners.

Directs the departnent of health to report to the
appropriate commttees  of the senate and house of
representatives by Decenber 31, 2008, on progress in
designating marine recovery areas and developing and
i npl enenting on-site strategies for such marine recovery
ar eas.



