SB 5338 - DIGEST

Finds that legal proceedings relating to water rights and
instream flows impose a growing demand on the superior courts of
the state.

Finds that the technical complexity and specialized legal
issues raised by many water right disputes would be better managed
by a water court with specialized expertise.

Declares an intent to establish a water court within the state
court system that will have exclusive original Jjurisdiction for
challenges relating to the adoption of instream flows and that will
have appellate Jjurisdiction for water rights management and
enforcement disputes.

Declares an intent to provide the water court with exclusive
original jurisdiction for future general water rights
adjudications, 1if any.

Provides that if Senate/House Bill Joint Resolution No. . .
(5-0539.1/05) fails to pass the leglslature or i1if the resultlng
referendum to the voters fails to receive a majority approval of
the electorate, this act is null and void.
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