SB 6853-S - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 2/ 11/ 06)

Declares that the 2001 legislature found that a
contracting procedure that facilitates construction of
transportation facilities in a nore tinely manner nay
occasionally be necessary to ensure that construction can
proceed simultaneously with the design of the facility. The
| egislature further found that the design-build process and
other alternative project delivery concepts achieve the goals
of time savings and avoi dance of costly change orders.

Finds that the audit, conducted by Talbot, Korvola &
Warwick in 2001, of the state ferries' capital program
resulted in a recomrendation for inprovenments and changes in
ferry procurenment processes. The auditors recomended that
ferries be procured through use of a nodified request for
proposals process whereby the prevailing shipbuilder and
Washi ngton state ferries engage in a design and build
partnership. This process pronotes ownership of the design by
t he shi pbuil der while using the departnent of transportation's
expertise in ferry design and operations. Alternative
processes |ike design-build partnerships pronote innovation
and create conpetitive incentives that increase the |ikelihood
of finishing projects on tine and within the budget.

Decl ares that the purpose of this 2006 act is to nodify
the request for proposals process for procurenent of ferries,
authorize the use of best value determ nations, and to
prescribe appropriate requirenments and criteria to ensure that
contracting procedures serve the public interest.



