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Brief Description:  Improving forest health on state trust lands by continuing the use of contract

harvesting for silvicultural treatments.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation (originally sponsored
by Senators Morton, Jacobsen, Fraser, Hatfield, Hargrove, Benton, Sheldon and Rasmussen;
by request of Department of Natural Resources).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

• Eliminates the expiration date for contract harvesting on state trust lands with identified
forest health deficiencies.

• Requires the Department of Natural Resources to prioritize certain silvicultural treatments
according to the protection of public health and safety, public resources, and the long-term
asset value of the trust.

Hearing Date:  3/19/07

Staff:  Jaclyn Ford (786-7339).

Background:

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has the authority to directly contract for the
removal of timber on state forest lands.  The DNR contracts with a firm or individual to perform
all the necessary harvesting work to process trees into logs; the DNR then sells the individual log
sorts.  The contract harvesting program may not be more than 10 percent of the total annual
volume of timber offered for sale by the DNR [RCW 79.15.510].  However, all contract
harvesting operations that are conducted primarily for forest health are exempt from the annual 10
percent cap on contract harvesting sales.

Where there are identified health deficiencies in areas of state forest land, the DNR has authority
to use contract harvesting or conduct other silvicultural treatments.  All harvesting and treatments
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must be intended to improve the health of the forest stand, and must be in accordance with all
applicable forest health plans, laws, and other agreements.  The DNR must also give priority to
fulfilling existing forest plans when planning harvesting or other silvicultural treatments.

Authority to use the contract harvesting program for silvicultural treatment expires on December
31, 2007.

Summary of Bill:

The December 31, 2007 expiration date is eliminated, allowing the DNR to continue to contract
harvest for silvicultural treatments that improve forest on state trust lands.

The DNR is required to prioritize silvicultural treatments that assist in meeting forest health
strategies included in management and landscape plans.  If no plan exists, the DNR will give
higher priority to silvicultural treatments that benefit the protection of public health and safety,
public resources, and the long-term asset value of the trust.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on March 9, 2007.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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