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Brief Description:  Modifying disclosure provisions under the adverse health events and incident
reporting system.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Keiser and Kohl-Welles; by request of Governor Gregoire).

Senate Committee on Health & Long-Term Care
House Committee on Health Care & Wellness

Background:  Adverse health events are required to be reported by medical facilities to the
Department of Health (DOH) as the result of legislation passed in 2006.  The Legislature's
intent was to establish an adverse health events and incident reporting system designed to
facilitate quality improvement in the health care system, improve patient safety, and decrease
medical errors in a nonpunitive manner.

Adverse health events are those serious reportable events listed by the National Quality
Forum. They include for example, events like: performing surgery on the wrong body part,
leaving a foreign object in a patient after surgery, or abduction of a patient.

An incident is defined as an event which results in unanticipated injury to a patient in a
medical facility, that is not related to the natural course of the patient's illness or underlying
condition and does not constitute an adverse event.  An incident can also be an event which
could have injured the patient but did not or did not require additional health care services to
the patient.

The adverse health events and incident reporting system includes initial notification of the
adverse event to the DOH as well as a root cause analysis of the event and a corrective action
plan. Provision is made for the DOH to communicate with the Washington state quality forum
about adverse events and incidents without identifying individual medical facilities.  
Notification of adverse events and notification of incidents causing serious injury are currently
exempt from public disclosure.

Summary:  The contracted independent entity that is responsible for the annual activities
report to the Governor and Legislature will report the number of adverse events and incidents
in the aggregate, along with a summary of actions taken by facilities, and best practices to
promote patient safety.

The adverse event notification or report can be amended within 60 days of submission.

A report of an adverse event or notification of an incident through a quality improvement or
peer review committee is exempt from public disclosure under the Public Records Act.  A
notification of an adverse event is not exempt from public disclosure under the Public Records
Act and must include context information if the medical facility chooses to provide it.
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Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 47 0
House 93 0

Effective: June 12, 2008
July 1, 2009 (Section 5)

Senate Bill Report - 2 - SSB 6457


