©O© 00 N o g b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

S-1155.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5280

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Jacobsen, Rasnussen, Shin, Kilnmer and Honeyf ord)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 25/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to mlitary schol arships; adding a new section to
chapter 28B. 15 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Educational opportunity is a primary concern
of mlitary famlies. Avai lability of educational opportunity is a
significant factor in readiness and retention of service personnel. It
is known that service personnel nobst appreciate public efforts to
assist their famlies during their service, especially service
over seas. Mlitary spouses may suddenly find thenselves primarily
responsible for famly incone. The citizens of WAshington state owe a
debt of gratitude to those who serve in the Washi ngton state nati onal
guard and extend this gratitude to our residents who serve in the

reserves and on active duty in the United States mlitary. It is
intended that the dollars for mlitary scholars program created in
section 2 of this act will be adm nistered by a nonprofit corporation

such as ThanksUSA.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 15 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) A postsecondary education grant program known as the dollars
for mlitary scholars program is created.

(2) To be eligible for a postsecondary educati on grant under this
section, an applicant mnust:

(a) Be a:

(1) Veteran who is a resident of Wshington who is on active
mlitary or national guard duty, or the spouse or dependent of the
veteran; or

(ii) Veteran who is on active mlitary or national guard duty
stationed in the state, or the spouse or dependent of the veteran;

(b) Be applying for a two or four-year institution of higher
education or a vocational or technical school degree or certification
program i n Washi ngt on;

(c) Denpbnstrate a financial need as the grants are need-based; and

(d) Recognize that extra evaluative points will be awarded for
those working toward math, science, engineering, or non-English
| anguage st udi es.

(3)(a) The grant program shall be admnistered by a nonprofit
organi zati on organi zed under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue
code that provides college, technical, and vocational scholarships to
spouses and dependents of veterans and active nenbers of the United
States armed forces.

(b) Need-based, postsecondary scholarship grants in anounts of
bet ween one thousand and five thousand dollars each shall be nade
available to persons who neet the eligibility requirenents of this
section.

(4) The program adm ni strator shall:

(a) Guarantee that all appropriated funds, excluding ten percent of
the funds allowable each year for operational expenses, shall go to
residents of Washington state or those active duty mlitary personne
stationed at a Washington state mlitary base;

(b) Partner wth scholarship Anerica for schol arship application
processi ng and support;

(c) Make every reasonable effort to advertise the availability of
this scholarship wwdely to ensure all allowable applicants are aware of
the availability of this schol arship program and

(d) Provide annual, audited financial statenments to the fiscal
commttees of the |egislature.
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1 (5) This section nmay be known and cited as the Washington state
2 dollars for mlitary scholars act.

~-- END ---
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