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SENATE BI LL 5299

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Haugen and Swecker; by request of Uilities &
Transportation Comm ssion

Read first tinme 01/16/2007. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the intervention authority of the departnent of
transportation on railroad shipping matters; anending RCW 47.76. 240;
and repealing RCW 81. 28. 250.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.76.240 and 1995 ¢ 380 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The state, counties, local communities, ports, railroads, |abor
and shippers all benefit fromcontinuation of rail service and should
participate in its preservation. Lines that provide benefits to the
state and | ocal jurisdictions, such as avoi ded roadway costs, reduced
traffic congestion, economc developnent potential, environnmental
protection, and safety, should be assisted through the joint efforts of
the state, local jurisdictions, and the private sector.

State funding for rail service, rail preservation, and corridor
preservation projects nust benefit the state's interests. The state's
interest is served by reducing public roadway nai ntenance and repair

costs, increasing economc developnment opportunities, increasing
donmestic and international trade, preserving jobs, and enhancing
safety. State funding for projects is contingent upon appropriate
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| ocal jurisdiction and private sector participation and cooperation
Before spending state noneys on projects the departnent shall seek
federal, local, and private funding and participation to the greatest
extent possible.

(1) The departnment of transportation shall continue to nonitor the
status of the state's mainline and branchline common carrier railroads
and preserved rail corridors through the state rail plan and various
anal yses, ((and)) shall seek alternatives to abandonnent prior to
({ HALerstate—comrerce—Ccomm-sson) ) proceedings of the surface
transportation board, or its successor agency, where feasible((-

A—The—ubtHHtHes—and—transportation—conm-sston—shatlb) ), and nay
intervene in ((+nAterstate—comerece—ecomm-ssion)) proceedings ((en
abandenrents)) of the surface transportation board, or its successor
agency, regarding abandonnent of lines, or rates, fares, charges,
classifications, practices, or rules in relation to the transportation
of persons or property in this state that are excessive or
discrimnatory, when necessary((y)) to protect the state's interest.
The departnment shall consult with the utilities and transportation
comm ssion regarding railroad safety inpacts when considering
i ntervention.

((3))) (2) The departnent of transportation, in consultation with
the Washington state freight rail policy advisory conmttee, shall
establish criteria for evaluating rail projects and corridors of
significance to the state.

((64»)) (38) Local jurisdictions nmay inplenent rail service
preservation projects in the absence of state participation.

((65))) (4) The departnent of transportation shall continue to
monitor projects for which it provi des assi stance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. RCW 81.28.250 (Comm ssion may conplain of
interstate rates) and 1961 c 14 s 81.28. 250 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---

SB 5299 p. 2



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

