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SENATE BI LL 5488

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Poul sen, Jacobsen, Benton, Kohl-Welles and Spanel

Read first time 01/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to orca recovery; adding a new section to chapter
77.12 RCW creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the resident
popul ati on of orca whales in Washi ngton waters (Orcinus orca), comonly
referred to as the southern residents, are enornously significant to
the state. These highly social, intelligent, and playful narine
manmal s, which the | egislature designated as the official marine mamal
of the state of Washi ngton, serve as a synbol of the Pacific Northwest
and illustrate the biological diversity and rich natural heritage that
all Washington citizens and its visitors enjoy.

However, the legislature also finds that the southern resident
orcas are currently in a serious decline. Sout hern residents
experienced an alnost twenty percent decline between 1996 and 2001.
The federal governnent |isted this orca popul ation as depleted in 2003,
and as an endangered species in 2005. The federal governnent has
identified prey availability, pollution and contam nants, effects from
vessel s and sound, vulnerability to oil spills, and other factors as
significant threats to these mari ne manmal s.
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In 2006, after listing the southern resident orcas as endangered,
the federal governnent designated critical orca habitat and rel eased a
proposed recovery plan for the southern resident orcas. The
| egislature intends for the state to participate in the finalization of
the federal recovery plan and to take those actions necessary to
achi eve the continued survival and recovery of southern resident orcas,
in cooperation with federal agencies, tribal and |ocal governnents, and
nongover nnent al organi zati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent is the | ead state agency for achieving the recovery
of southern resident orca whales, which are found seasonally in
Washi ngton state waters.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The department of fish and wldlife
shall form an interagency orca recovery teamto coordinate the state's
efforts to achieve the recovery of southern resident orca whales.
O her nenbers of the teaminclude the departnent of natural resources,
t he departnent of ecol ogy, the Puget Sound action team the Hood Canal
coordinating council, relevant city and county governnents, and ot her
appropriate entities invited by the departnent of fish and wldlife.
The departnment of fish and wildlife and the team shall

(a) Participate wth Canada, federal agencies, and triba
governnents to coordi nate orca recovery;,

(b) Coordinate the inplenmentation of those recovery actions
identified in the federal orca recovery plan that are appropriate for
state or | ocal action; and

(c) Wiere the departnment of fish and wldlife and the team
determne that additional actions beyond those identified in the
federal orca recovery plan are necessary for recovery, coordinate the
i npl emrentati on of those actions.

(2) The department of fish and wldlife and the team shal
encourage an agency participating on the team to take |ead
responsibility for those coordinating functions and recovery plan
el enents that involve a program responsibility housed wthin that
particul ar agency. The departnment of fish and wildlife and state
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agencies with powers and duties related to orca recovery shall utilize
all existing authorities to achieve the recovery of southern resident
orca whal es.

(3) The departnment of fish and wildlife and the team shall, by
Novenber 1, 2008:

(a) Briefly summarize the actions taken under this act;

(b) Briefly sumrarize additional efforts necessary to achieve orca
recovery that are appropriate for inplenentation at the state or |ocal
| evel ; and

(c) Provide any legislative recommendati ons necessary to achieve
orca recovery in the formof draft |egislation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 and 3 of this act expire June 30,
20009.

~-- END ---
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