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SENATE BI LL 5563

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hargrove, Stevens, Keiser, Rockefeller, Roach, Regala,
Fairley, Shin, Swecker, Kauffman, Kilner, MAuliffe, Kohl-Welles,
Tom Miurray, Zarelli, Carrell, Franklin, Kastama, Delvin, Poulsen,
Kli ne, Rasmussen, QCem g, Benton, Haugen and Spanel

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2007. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to honme visits by nental health professionals;
addi ng new sections to chapter 71.05 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that designated nental
health professionals go out into the comunity to eval uate people for
potential detention under the state's involuntary treatnent act. Al so,
desi gnated nental health professionals and other nental health workers
do crisis intervention work intended to stabilize a person in crisis
and provide imediate treatnent and intervention in communities

t hroughout Washi ngton state. In many cases, the presence of a second
trained individual on outreach to a person's private home or other
private location wll enhance safety for consuners, famlies, and

mental health professionals and will advance the legislature' s interest
in quality nmental health care services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No designated nental health professional or crisis intervention
wor ker shall be required to respond to a private hone or other private
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| ocation to stabilize or treat a person in crisis, or to evaluate a
person for potential detention under the state's involuntary treatnent
act, unless a second trained individual, determned by the clinica
team acconpanies them The second individual may be a | aw enf or cenent
officer, a nmental health professional, a nental health paraprofessiona
who has received training under section 5 of this act, or other first
responder, such as fire or anbul ance personnel. No retaliation nay be
t aken agai nst a worker who, followi ng consultation with the clinica
team refuses to go on a hone visit al one.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Each provider of designated nental health
professional or <crisis outreach services shall mintain a witten
policy that, at a mninmum describes the organization's plan for
training, staff back-up, information sharing, and communication for
crisis outreach staff who respond to private hones or nonpublic
settings.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any nental health professional who engages in honme visits to
clients shall be provided by their enployer with a wireless tel ephone
or conparabl e device for the purpose of energency communi cati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any nental health professional who is dispatched on a crisis visit,
as described in section 2 of this act, shall have pronpt access to
informati on about any history of dangerousness or potenti al
dangerousness on the client they are being sent to evaluate that is
docunented in crisis plans or commtnent records and is available
wi t hout unduly delaying a crisis response.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 71.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Annual Iy, all comunity nmental health enpl oyees who work directly
with clients shall be provided with training on safety and viol ence
prevention topics described in RCW49.19.030. The curriculumfor the
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training shall be devel oped collaboratively anong the departnent of
social and health services, contracted nental health providers, and
enpl oyee organi zati ons that represent community nental health workers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act may be known and cited as the Marty
Smith | aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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