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S-1045.1

SENATE BI LL 5649

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Tom Honeyf or d, Kohl - Wl | es, Hatfi el d, Pri denor e,
Cl enents, Jacobsen and Kline

Read first time 01/26/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to the state poet |aureate; adding new sections to
chapter 43.46 RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature wishes to recognize: (1)
The val ue of poetry and the contribution Washi ngton poets make to the
culture of our state; (2) that poetry is a literary formrespected and
growi ng throughout all segnments of Washington's population; (3) that
awar eness and appreci ation of poetry encourages increased literacy and
advanced communication skills; and (4) that Wshington state has
produced many excellent and nationally recognized poets.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state arts comm ssion shall establish and
adm ni ster the poet |aureate program The poet |aureate shall engage
in activities to pronpote and encourage poetry wthin the state,
including but not I|imted to readings, workshops, |ectures, or
presentations for Washi ngton educational institutions and comunities
i n geographically diverse areas over a two-year term
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(2) Selection of a poet laureate shall be nade by a commttee
appoi nted and coordi nated by the comm ssion. The commttee may incl ude
representatives of the Wshington state library, the education
community, the Washington comm ssion for the humanities, publishing,
and the community of Washi ngton poets.

(3) The conmm ssion and the commttee shall establish criteria to be
used for the selection of a poet |aureate. In addition to other
criteria established, the poet |aureate nust be a published poet, a
resident of Washington state, active in the poetry comunity, and
willing and able to pronote poetry in the state of Washington
t hroughout the two-year term

(4) The recommendation of the poet |aureate selection commttee
shall be forwarded to the comm ssion, which shall appoint the poet
| aur eat e.

(5 The poet laureate shall receive conpensation at a |evel
determ ned by the conm ssion. Travel expenses shall be provided in
accordance wth RCW43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(6) The poet l|aureate may not serve nore than two consecutive
t wo- year ternms.

(7) The comm ssion shall fund the poet |aureate program through
gifts, grants, or endownents from public or private sources that are
made fromtinme to tine, in trust or otherw se.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The poet |aureate account is created in the custody of the state
treasurer with an allocation of thirty thousand dollars. Expenditures
from the account nmay be used only for these purposes. Only the
executive director of the commssion or the executive director's
desi gnee nmay authori ze expenditures fromthe account. The account is
subject to allotnment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an
appropriation is not required for expenditures.

~-- END ---
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