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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5714

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally
sponsored by Senators Roach, Prentice, Rasnussen, OCenmig, Cenents,
Rockefeller, Tom Fairley, Hobbs, Shin, Swecker, Holnguist, Benton,
Stevens, Parlette, Delvin and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to instruction in Spanish and Chinese |anguages;
creating new sections; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A mjority of students in Washi ngton do not
have the opportunity to study any |anguage other than English unti
they are in mddle school, or nore often, in high school. Educational
systens of other nations, sone of which are much |ess economcally
devel oped than the United States, begin second |anguage study in the
early elenentary grades. Washington's econony is tied to world trade.
To enabl e Washington citizens to nore effectively conpete in the world
mar ket pl ace and develop a greater sense of the world s culture and
geography, we should explore ways for our students, at all levels, to
be provided the opportunity to develop fluency in a second | anguage.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A Spanish and Chinese |anguage
instruction pilot program is created. A maxi mum of two school
districts my participate. Each school district shall provide a
sequentially, articulated world | anguage programin el enentary school s
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that provides instruction in Spanish and a Chi nese | anguage. |nterested
districts shall apply no later than May 15, 2007, to the superintendent
of public instruction to participate in the pilot program established
by this section. The superintendent shall make a decision no |ater
t han June 15, 2007, regardi ng which school districts nmay participate in
the pilot program

(2) School districts participating in the program nust agree to:

(a) Assure that parents are informed of the availability of the
| anguage cl asses offered as a pilot program and

(b) Participate in an evaluation of the program as determ ned by
t he superintendent of public instruction.

(3) The pilot prograns authorized by this section shall constitute
an exceptional case under RCW 28A.150.260 and therefore the
partici pating school districts shall be permtted to enpl oy people of
unusual conpetence, but w thout certification, to provide the | anguage
instruction for the pilot program under the general supervision of a
certificated instructional staff person.

(4) Beginning in June 2008 and continuing for the life of the pilot
program the superintendent of public instruction shall submt an
annual report to the governor and the legislature that sunmari zes the
pil ot programand its effectiveness. The report shall also include a
recommendation as to whether or not the pilot program should be
conti nued, expanded, or otherw se nodified.

(5) This section expires July 1, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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