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SENATE BI LL 5829

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kauffman, Kastama, Shin, Kilnmer and Rasnussen

Read first time 02/02/2007. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnent, Trade & Managenent.

AN ACT Relating to expanding export assistance statew de; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.31 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.31 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that currently the overwhelmng mpjority of
conpani es assisted by the departnent of community, trade, and econonic
devel opnment in export sales are located in the Puget Sound or Spokane
regions and that there is a need for better outreach to all areas of
the state in order to help newto-export conpanies conpete in the
gl obal mar ket pl ace. The legislature also finds that there exists a
need to |l ocate nore overseas offices in regions of strategic inportance
to the state.

(1) The departnment shall expand its export assistance services to
busi nesses throughout the state by establishing partnerships with | ocal
organi zations, including small business devel opnent centers, associate
devel opnent organi zations, ports, and |ocal governnents.

(2) The new export assistance partners will target both newto-
export and existing exporters to provide semnars and one-on-one
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counseling to owners and managers of small and nmedi um si zed conpani es
t hat have not previously exported to enable themto: Determ ne whether
exporting is appropriate for them develop their capacity for engagi ng
in exporting; begin the export process; and nore successfully utilize
ot her export assistance available to them

(3) The departnent shall hire an outreach coordi nator for the new
export assistance partners. The duties of the outreach coordi nator
i ncl ude: Devel oping training curricula; providing training to |oca
partners; serving as liaison with the Seattle, Spokane, and foreign
of fices; providing information; and coordinating state outreach wth
t he new foreign assistance partners.

(4) The departnent shall create a foreign direct investnent
pr ogram The program shall include a program nmanager position and
busi ness recruitment managers. Programstaff shall work with associate
devel opment organi zations and foreign offices. Program staff are

responsi ble for the foll ow ng:

(a) The inplenentation of new investnent attraction tools, such as
devel opnent, translation, and printing of brochures and other marketing
mat eri al s;

(b) Adapting the choosewashi ngton.comweb site to neet the needs of
foreign conpanies and investors by providing translation materials in
Cerman, Japanese, Korean, and Chi nese; and

(c) Training personnel in state foreign offices in ways to pronote
foreign investnment in Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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