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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5837

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally
sponsored by Senators Kohl-Wlles, Keiser, Fraser, Rockefeller
Hobbs, Delvin, Tom Prentice, MAuliffe, Jacobsen and Kli ne)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to nonitoring conpliance with sexual equality |aws;
amendi ng RCW 28A. 640. 030; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washi ngton state
and the nation benefit from equal educational opportunities for all
students and enpl oyees of the public schools. The legislature further
finds that in recognition of this benefit, numerous existing state and
federal constitutional provisions, laws, rules, and regulations
prohi bit, and provide redress agai nst, harassnent and discrimnation.
In doing so, these laws and regul ations pronote the protection and
wel | - bei ng of students and staff. The |egislature further finds that
lack of nmonitoring conpliance wth these laws and regulations
significantly weakens these protections and that the state has a
responsibility to identify nonconpliance, coordinate resources, and
provide a greater presence by nonitoring conpliance nore frequently
than is currently done. Additionally, the | egislature recognizes that
regular and increased nonitoring can play an inportant role in
preventing problens from arising by ensuring the school district's
understanding of its responsibilities under state and federal |aw, can
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benefit the state by reducing the costs associated with conplaints and
| awsuits due to nonconpliance; and will further protect Washington's
students from suffering the harnful effects of discrimnation,
harassnment, and sexual m sconduct.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 640.030 and 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 226 s 3 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall be
required to nonitor the conpliance by |ocal school districts with this
chapter, including districts' conpliance with state and federal |aws,
rules, and requl ati ons concerni ng sexual harassnent, sexual m sconduct,
and sex discrimnation of students and enployees, and enployee and
student know edge of those laws, rules, and requlations and of their
reporting responsibilities. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall establish a conpliance tinetable and ((regulattons))
rules for enforcenent of this chapter, and shall establish guidelines
for ((afH+rmative—aection)) nondi scrimnation prograns to be adopted by
all school districts.

(2) The conpliance nonitoring process shall be conducted on a
three-year cycle, with one-third of the school districts reporting each
year. The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
conduct on-site district visits for at l|east one-fourth of the
districts that are reporting each year.

~-- END ---
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