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SENATE BI LL 6237

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kilner, Haugen, Shin, MCaslin, Rasnussen, Hobbs, and
Marr; by request of Departnment of Veterans Affairs

Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Conmmittee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to arnmed forces and veterans |icense plates; and
amendi ng RCW 46. 16. 30920, 46. 16. 30921, 43. 60A. 140, and 73.04.110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGION:
Sec. 1. RCW 46. 16. 30920 and 2005 c¢c 216 s 1 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
(1) The legislature recognizes that the arnmed forces license plate

col l ection has been reviewed and approved by the special |icense plate
revi ew board.

(2) The departnent shall issue a special license plate collection,
approved by the special license plate review board and the | egislature,

recognizing the contribution of veterans, active duty mlitary
personnel, reservists, and nenbers of the ((VWashinrgten)) nationa
guard. The collection includes six separate designs, each containing
a synbol representing a different branch of the armed forces to include
arny, navy, air force, marine corps, coast guard, and ((\Washingten))
nati onal guard.

(3) Arnmed forces special license plates may be used in lieu of
regul ar or personalized |icense plates for vehicles required to di splay
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one and two vehicle |icense plates, excluding vehicles registered under
chapter 46.87 RCW upon terns and conditions established by the
depart nent.

(4) Upon request, the departnent nust nmake available to the
purchaser, at no additional cost, a decal indicating the purchaser's
mlitary status. The departnment nmust work with the departnent of
veterans affairs to establish a list of the decals to be nmade
avai |l abl e. The list of available decals nust include, but is not
limted to, "veteran," "disabled veteran," "reservist," "retiree," or
"active duty." The departnment may specify where the decal my be
pl aced on the license plate. Decals are required to be made avail abl e
only for standard six-inch by twelve-inch Iicense plates.

(5 Arnmed forces license plates and decals are available only to
veterans as defined in RCW41.04. 007, active duty mlitary personnel,
reservists, nenbers of the ((VWashingten)) national guard, and the
((spouses)) famlies of ((deceased)) veterans and service nenbers.
Upon initial application, any purchaser requesting an arnmed forces
license plate and decal will be required to show proof of eligibility
by providing: A DD 214 or discharge papers if a veteran; a mlitary
identification or retired mlitary identification card, or a
declaration of fact attesting to the purchaser's eligibility as
required wunder this section. "Fam ly" or "famlies" neans an
individual's spouse, child, parent, sibling, aunt, uncle, or cousin.
A child includes stepchild, adopted child, foster child, grandchild,
and son or daughter-in-law. A parent includes stepparent, grandparent,
and in-laws. A sibling includes brother, half brother, stepbrother,
sister, half sister, stepsister, and brother or sister-in-I|law

(6) The departnment of veterans affairs nust enter into an agreenent
with the departnent to reinburse the departnent for the costs
associated wth providing mlitary status decals described in
subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Arned forces license plates are not avail able free of charge to
di sabl ed veterans, forner prisoners of war, or spouses of deceased
former prisoners of war under the privileges defined in RCW73.04. 110
and 73.04. 115.

Sec. 2. RCW 46. 16. 30921 and 2005 c¢c 216 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) "Arnmed forces license plate collection" neans the collection of
Ssi x separate license plate designs issued under RCW 46. 16. 30920. Each
license plate design displays a synbol representing one of the five
branches of the arnmed forces, and one representing the ((Wshirgton))
nati onal guard.

(2) Arned forces license plates are not available free of charge to
di sabl ed veterans, forner prisoners of war, or spouses of deceased
former prisoners of war under the privileges defined in RCW73.04. 110
and 73.04. 115.

Sec. 3. RCW43.60A. 140 and 2005 ¢ 216 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) The veterans stewardship account is created in the custody of

the state treasurer. D sbursenments of funds nust be on the
aut hori zation of the director or the director's designee, and only for
the purposes stated in subsection (4) of this section. In order to
maintain an effective expenditure and revenue control, funds are

subject in all respects to chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is
required to permt expenditure of the funds.

(2) The depart nent may  request and accept nondedi cat ed
contributions, grants, or gifts in cash or otherw se, including funds
generated by the issuance of the arned forces |license plate collection
under chapter 46.16 RCW

(3) Al receipts, except as provided in RCW46. 16.313(20) (a) and
(b), from the sale of armed forces |license plates nust be deposited
into the veterans stewardship account.

(4) Al noneys deposited into the veterans stewardshi p account nust
be used by the departnent for activities that benefit veterans or their
famlies, including but not limted to, providing prograns and services
for honel ess veterans; establishing nmenorials honoring veterans; and
mai ntaining a future state veterans' cenetery. Funds fromthe account
may not be used to supplant existing funds received by the departnent.

Sec. 4. RCW73.04.110 and 2005 ¢ 216 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person who is a veteran as defined in RCW 41.04.007 who
submts to the departnent of licensing satisfactory proof of a service-
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connected disability rating from the veterans adm nistration or the
mlitary service fromwhich the veteran was di scharged and:

(a) Has lost the use of both hands or one foot;

(b) Was captured and incarcerated ((feor—mwore—than—twenty—nine
days)) by an eneny of the United States during a period of war with the
United States and received a prisoner of war nedal;

(c) Has becone blind in both eyes as the result of mlitary
service; or

(d) Is rated by the veterans adm nistration or the mlitary service
from which the veteran was discharged and is receiving service-
connect ed conpensation at the one hundred percent rate that is expected
to exist for nore than one year;
is entitled to regular or special |icense plates issued by the
departnent of |icensing. The special |icense plates shall Dbear
di stinguishing marks, letters, or nunerals indicating that the notor
vehicle is owmed by a disabled veteran or forner prisoner of war. This
license shall be issued annually for one personal use vehicle wthout
paynent of any |icense fees or excise tax thereon. Wenever any person
who has been issued |icense plates under the provisions of this section
applies to the departnent for transfer of the plates to a subsequently
acquired nmotor vehicle, a transfer fee of ten dollars shall be charged
in addition to all other appropriate fees. The department may
periodically verify the one hundred percent rate as provided in
subsection (1)(d) of this section.

(2) Any person who has been issued free notor vehicle license
pl ates under this section prior to July 1, 1983, shall continue to be
eligible for the annual free |license plates.

(3) For the purposes of this section: (a) "Blind" neans the
definition of "blind" used by the state of Washington in determ ning
eligibility for financial assistance to the blind under Title 74 RCW
and (b) "special license plates" does not include any plate fromthe
arnmed forces license plate collection established in RCW46. 16. 30920.

Any unaut hori zed use of a special plate is a gross m sdeneanor.

--- END ---
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