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S-5346.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6256

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Agriculture & Rural Economc Developnent (originally
sponsored by Senators Jacobsen and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to heritage livestock and poultry breeds; creating
new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that preserving
genetic diversity of aninmal species is of high interest to the public.
The devel opnment of |ivestock and poultry species comenced centuries
ago through donestication and breeding of what had been wild aninal
speci es. Through the ages, nmany species of food animls have been
transported from one region or continent to another and distinct and
recogni zabl e breeds of these species have devel oped. The |egislature
finds that the historic |livestock and poultry breeds retain different
and unique genetic attributes including factors that can affect
fertility, foraging ability, longevity, maternal instincts, and
resi stance to di seases and parasites.

As sone specialized breeds have becone favored in nodern food
production systens, conpetitive market forces have caused others to
di m ni sh or becone extinct. Wien a breed is |lost, the uni que genetic
attributes are not retrievable. The legislature finds that sufficient
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mechani snms currently do not exist to support the continued survival of
sonme of the declining breeds.

The purpose of this act is to establish a nonregulatory incentive-
based program to encourage owners of rare and di m nishing species of
livestock and poultry to continue rearing these aninals. It is the
intent of the legislature to establish procedures to provide
recognition to owners of animals as heritage |livestock and poultry and
thereby increase public awareness of their contribution toward the
perpetuation of rare and declining breeds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington heritage |ivestock and
poultry breed recognition programis hereby created in the departnent
of archaeol ogy and historic preservation.

(2) The director shall establish a heritage |livestock and poultry
breed recognition program To apply for recognition, an ani mal owner
may submt an application form to the departnent that includes the
breed of the livestock or poultry, photos of the animals, a brief
history of the |livestock or poultry breed including the breed s origin,
and its interesting and unique characteristics. The departnent may use
as a general guide for the recognition program the species of

livestock and poultry that are designated as "critical," "threatened,"
or "watch" on the conservation priority list established by the
Anmerican |ivestock breeds conservancy. Persons owning |ivestock or

poultry of breeds not included on these |lists may submt suppl enental
information regarding the breed' s status as a rare or dimnishing breed
for consideration by the departnment for possible designation as a
heritage |ivestock breed.

(3) The departnment shall (a) periodically issue recognition awards
to the owners of the animals designated under subsection (2) of this
section and (b) nmaintain a web site that includes pictures and a short
description of animals on the heritage |livestock breed registry.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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