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SENATE BI LL 6309

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rockefeller, Kohl - Wl | es, Jacobsen, Regala, QCemg
Pridenore, Murray, Marr, Hatfield, Kline, and Tom

Read first time 01/15/08. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to presale and ongoi ng di scl osure of greenhouse gas
tail pipe em ssions from new notor vehicles; adding a new section to
chapter 70.120A RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature intends that new notor
vehi cl es in Washi ngton permanently display clear and easy to understand
information disclosing a new notor vehicle' s greenhouse gas tail pipe
em ssions. Further, the legislature intends that presale and ongoi ng
di scl osure of such em ssions serve as a neans of educating consuners,
ot her notorists, and the general public about the sources of greenhouse
gas, their inpact, available options, and in particular the role and
contribution of autonobiles and other notor vehicles.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.120A
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) No nodel year two thousand ten or subsequent nodel year notor
vehicle may be sold in W shington wunless there 1is securely,
conspi cuously, and permanently affixed in a clearly visible location a
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| abel on which the mnufacturer clearly discloses conparative
greenhouse gas tail pipe em ssions for that new notor vehicle.

(2) The label required by this section should include a greenhouse
gas index or rating system that contains quantitative and graphica
i nformati on presented in a continuous, easy-to-read scale that conpares
t he greenhouse gas tail pipe em ssions fromthe notor vehicle with the
average projected greenhouse gas tailpipe emssions from all notor
vehi cl es of the sane nodel year. For reference purposes, the index or
rating system should also identify the greenhouse gas tailpipe
em ssions fromthe notor vehicle nodel of that sane nodel year that has
the | owest greenhouse gas tail pi pe em ssions.

(3) To ensure that the disclosure |abel is useful and informative
to consuners, other notorists, and the general public, the departnent
of ecology shall, in designing the label and to the extent feasible
wthin its existing resources:

(a) Seek input from autonotive consuners, graphic design
pr of essi onal s, autonotive dealers, persons wth expertise in
environnmental | abeling, and rel evant state and federal agencies; and

(b) Consider other relevant | abel formats that are consistent with
this section, including those proposed for use in California and New
Yor k.

(4) The index or rating system included in the |abel under
subsection (2) of this section shall be updated as necessary by the
departnment to ensure that the differences in greenhouse gas tail pipe
em ssions anong notor vehicles are readily apparent to the consuner.

(5 An autonobile manufacturer may apply to the departnent of
ecology for approval of an alternative to the disclosure |abeling
requirenment that is at |least as effective in providing notification and
di scl osure of the notor vehicle's greenhouse gas tail pi pe em ssions as
is the labeling required by this section.

(6) The definitions in this section apply throughout this section
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "G eenhouse gas" has the sane definition as in RCW 80. 80. 010.

(b) "Mdtor vehicle" has the sanme definition as in RCW 70. 120. 010.

(7) The departnment of ecol ogy may adopt such rules as are necessary
to inplenent this section.

(8) The departnent of ecology shall provide a status report to
appropriate commttees of the legislature on or before Decenber 1,
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1 2008, outlining its approach and progress toward inplenenting a
2 greenhouse gas tailpipe emssions disclosure |abeling program for
3 Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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