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SENATE BI LL 6376

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Tom Winstein, Rasnussen, Fairley, Eide,
Kilmer, GCem g, Kohl-Wlles, Pridenore, Hobbs, Franklin, Fraser
Kauf f man, and Kei ser

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the basic education kindergarten through grade
three «certificated instructional staff allocation; anmending RCW
28A. 150. 260; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The state of Washington has set high
expectations for its public school students and its school districts.
Washi ngton state currently ranks forty-seventh in the nation in its
student:teacher ratio. Wshington cannot expect to be conpetitive with
other states and other nations with such | ow rankings. Meeting high
expectations wll require additional investnents in public schools.

The purpose of this act is to inprove public education by enabling
| earner-focused education through smaller class sizes in the early

gr ades. Studies show that smaller classes in the early grades can
significantly increase the amount of |earning that takes place in the
cl assroom Significant class size reductions will provide children

with nore individualized instruction and the attention they need and
|l ead to better results.
The state's long-term goal is to reduce class size in grades
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ki ndergarten through three to no nore than seventeen students per
teacher in a class by the 2013-14 school year.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 150. 260 and 2006 c 263 s 322 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The basic education allocation for each annual average full-tine
equi val ent student shall be determned in accordance with the follow ng
pr ocedur es:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction
may recommend to the legislature a fornula based on a ratio of students
to staff for the distribution of a basic education allocation for each
annual average full-time equivalent student enrolled in a comon
school. The distribution fornula shall have the primary objective of
equal i zing educational opportunities and shall provide appropriate
recognition of the follow ng costs anong the various districts within
the state:

(a) Certificated instructional staff and their rel ated costs;

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff and their related costs;

(c) Cassified staff and their related costs;

(d) Nonsal ary costs;

(e) Extraordinary costs, including school facilities, of renote and
necessary schools as judged by the superintendent of public
instruction, with recomendations from the school facilities citizen
advi sory panel under RCW 28A.525. 025, and small high school s, including
costs of additional certificated and classified staff; and

(f) The attendance of students pursuant to RCW 28A. 335.160 and
28A. 225. 250 who do not reside within the servicing school district.

(2)(a) This fornmula for distribution of basic education funds shal

be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recoomended fornula shall be subject to approval, anendnent or
rejection by the |egislature. The fornmula shall be for allocation

pur poses only, except as provided in (c) of this subsection. Wile the
| egislature intends that the allocations for additional instructional
staff be used to increase the ratio of such staff to students, nothing
in this section shall require districts to reduce the nunber of
adm ni strative staff bel ow existing | evels.

(b) The fornula adopted by the legislature shall reflect the
followng ratios at a mninm (i) Forty-nine certificated

SB 6376 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWwWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNDNMNDNMDDNMNDNMDNMNMNMDNPEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O NO O A W NPEFP O OOWwNOD O P WNEPEOOOWOOWwWNO O~ owdNDeEe. o

instructional staff to one thousand annual average full-tine equival ent
students enrolled in grades kindergarten through three; (ii) forty-six
certificated instructional staff to one thousand annual average
full-time equival ent students in grades four through twelve; (iii) four
certificated admnistrative staff to one thousand annual average
full-time equivalent students in grades kindergarten through twelve;
and (iv) sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredths cl assified personnel to
one thousand annual average full-tinme equival ent students enrolled in
grades ki ndergarten through twel ve.

(c) In addition to the base allocation in (b)(i) of this
subsection, additional certificated instructional staff shall be
allocated only if the district docunents an actual ratio in grades
ki ndergarten through three equal to or greater than the sumof the base

allocation in (b)(i) of this subsection and any allocation provided in
(c)(i) through (vi) of this subsection for the applicable year. The
additional funds allocated under this subsection (2)(c) may be used to
provide inprovenents or additions to facilities directly related to
class size reductions in grades Kkindergarten through three. The
allocation in this subsection (2)(c) per one thousand annual average
full-time equivalent students enrolled in grades kindergarten through
three shall be as foll ows: (i) For the 2008-09 school year, an
addi ti onal Si x and ni nety-five one- hundr edt hs certificated
instructional staff; (ii) for the 2009-10 school year, an additiona
ni ne and seven-tenths certificated instructional staff; (iii) for the
2010-11 school year, an additional twelve and forty-five one-hundredths

certificated instructional staff; (iv) for the 2011-12 school year, an
addi ti onal fifteen and ni net een one- hundr edt hs certificated
instructional staff; (v) for the 2012-13 school year, an additiona
seventeen and ninety-three one-hundredths certificated instructiona
staff; (vi) for the 2013-14 school year and thereafter, an additiona
twenty and sixty-nine one-hundredths certificated instructional staff.
(d) I'n the event the legislature rejects the distribution fornula
recommended by the governor, wthout adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution fornmula for the previous school year shal
remain in effect: PROVI DED, That the distribution fornula devel oped
pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionnent and
equal i zati on purposes only and shall not be construed as mandati ng
specific operational functions of |ocal school districts other than
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those program requirenents identified in RCW 28A 150.220 and
28A. 150. 100. The enrollnment of any district shall be the annual
average nunber of full-tinme equivalent students and part-tine students
as provided in RCW 28A. 150.350, enrolled on the first school day of
each nonth and shall exclude full-tinme equivalent students wth
disabilities recogni zed for the purposes of allocation of state funds
for progranms under RCW 28A. 155. 010 t hrough 28A. 155. 100. The definition
of full-time equivalent student shall be determned by rules of the
superintendent of public instruction: PROVI DED, That the definition
shall be included as part of the superintendent's biennial budget
request: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That any revision of the present
definition shall not take effect wuntil approved by the house
appropriations conmttee and the senate ways and neans conmttee:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the office of financial managenent shall make
a nonthly review of the superintendent's reported full-tinme equival ent
students in the common schools in conjunction with RCWA43.62. 050.

(3)(a) Certificated instructional staff shall include those persons
enpl oyed by a school district who are nonsupervisory enpl oyees within
t he neani ng of RCW41.59.020(8): PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
peopl e of unusual conpetence but wthout certification nmay teach
students so long as a certificated person exercises general
super vi si on: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such classified
people shall not occur during a labor dispute and such classified
people shall not be hired to replace certificated enployees during a
| abor di spute.

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff shall include all those
persons who are chief executive officers, <chief admnistrative
of ficers, confidential enployees, supervisors, principals, or assistant
principals within the nmeani ng of RCW41.59. 020(4).

--- END ---

SB 6376 p. 4



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

