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S-4889.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6503

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators MDernott, Brandland, MAuliffe, and Rasnussen; by request
of Superintendent of Public Instruction)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 31/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to approving the segnented mat hemati cs assessnent
as an alternative assessnent; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 28A. 655. 061;
adding a new section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 655.061 and 2007 ¢ 355 s 5 and 2007 c¢c 354 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (10) of this section, one or nobre objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
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age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net

the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.

Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045 or 28A 655.0611, acquisition of the certificate is required
for graduation from a public high school but is not the only
requi renent for graduation.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a student who
nmeets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acadenic achievenent. Once

obj ective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnents to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has taken the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student learning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent .

(4) Beginning no later than wth the graduating class of 2013, a
student nust neet the state standards in science in addition to the
ot her content areas required under subsection (3) of this section on
the Washington assessnent of student Jlearning or the objective
alternative assessnents in order to earn a certificate of academc
achi evenent . The state board of education may adopt a rule that
i npl enents the requirenments of this subsection (4) beginning with a
graduating class before the graduating class of 2013, if the state
board of education adopts the rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman
school year of the graduating class to which the requirenents of this
subsection (4) apply. The state board of education's authority under
this subsection (4) does not alter the requirenent that any change in
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performance standards for the tenth grade assessnent nust conply with
RCW 28A. 305. 130.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
i nstruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) School districts must make avail able to students the foll ow ng
opti ons:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student |learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnent but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnment, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(9) Opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year
shall be available to each school district.

(10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which may include an appeal s process for students' scores,
for students to denonstrate achievenent of the state academc
standards. The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable
inrigor to the skills and know edge that the student nust denonstrate
on the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and be objective in
its determnation of student achievenent of the state standards.
Before any objective alternative assessnments in addition to those
aut hori zed in RCW 28A. 655. 065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has net the state standards in

p. 3 SSB 6503



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwWwMNDNDNDMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDMNMNMNMDNPEPRPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O NO Ol WNPEFP O OOWwNOD O P WNPEPEOOOOOWwNOO O~ owdNDEe. o

a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
through the ommibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or English, or
witing portion of the scholastic assessnent test (SAT) or the Anerican
coll ege test (ACT) may be used as an objective alternative assessnent
under this section for denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded
the state standards for the certificate of academ c achievenent. The
state board of education shall identify the scores students nust
achieve on the relevant portion of the SAT or ACT to neet or exceed the
state standard in the relevant content area on the Washington
assessnent of student | earning. The state board of education shall
identify the first scores by Decenmber 1, 2007. After the first scores
are established, the state board may increase but not decrease the
scores required for students to neet or exceed the state standards.

(i) Until August 31, 2008, a student's score on the mathematics
portion of the prelimnary scholastic assessnent test (PSAT) may be
used as an objective alternative assessnent under this section for
denmonstrating that a student has nmet or exceeded the state standard for
the certificate of academ c achievenent. The state board of education
shall identify the score students nust achieve on the mathematics
portion of the PSAT to neet or exceed the state standard in that
content area on the Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(iii) A student who scores at |least a three on the grading scale of
one to five for selected ((advanrce—placenrent)) AP exam nations may use
the score as an objective alternative assessnent under this section for
denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded state standards for
the certificate of academ c achievenent. A score of three on the
((advance—placerent)) AP examnations in calculus or statistics may be
used as an alternative assessnent for the mathematics portion of the
Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning. A score of three on the
((advance—placerent)) AP examnations in English |anguage and
conposition may be used as an alternative assessnent for the witing
portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning. A score of
three on the ((advarce—placerent)) AP examnations in English
literature and conposition, nmacroeconom cs, m croeconon cs, psychol ogy,
United States history, world history, United States governnent and
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politics, or conparative governnent and politics my be used as an
alternative assessnent for the reading portion of the Washington
assessnment of student | earning.

(iv) Beginning in the 2011-12 school year, a student nay use an
objective alternative assessnent option for mathenatics devel oped by
the superintendent of public instruction that: Presents the
mat hematics essential academic learning requirenents in segnents; isS
conparable in content and rigor to the high school nmathenatics
assessnent when all segnents are considered together; is reliable and
valid; is admnistered in conjunction wth a segnented mathematics
course; and can be used to determ ne whether a student has net the high
school mat hematics standard.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student | earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(12) To help assure continued progress in academ c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for students as provided in this subsection (12).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the

previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation. | f

applicable, the plan shall also include the high school conpletion
pi |l ot program created under RCW 28B. 50. 534.

(i) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through a
parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
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student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

(b) Al fifth grade students who were not successful in one or nore
of the content areas of the fourth grade Wshi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student |earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of the student shall be notified,
preferably through a parent conference, of the student's results on the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends
to take to inprove the student's skills in any content area in which
the student was unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them
inprove their student's skills.

(ii1) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an nmade as necessary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

By Decenber 1, 2008, and annually through Decenber 1, 2011, the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction shall report to the
appropriate commttees of the legislature the nunber of students who
enroll in the segnented mat hematics course, the nunber of students who
successfully conplete the course, and the nunber of students who enrol
or conplete the course and also neet the state standard on the high
school |evel mathematics content area of the Washi ngt on assessnent of
student | earning.

This section expires January 1, 2012.

--- END ---
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