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SENATE BI LL 6632

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach and Jacobsen

Read first tinme 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to guardi an appoi ntnents; and addi ng a new section
to chapter 11.88 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 11.88 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, the court in
appoi nting a guardi an shall consider persons otherwise qualified in the
foll ow ng order of priority:

(a) A guardian, other than a tenporary or energency guardian
currently acting for the alleged incapacitated person in this state or
el sewher e;

(b) A person nomnated as guardian by the alleged incapacitated
person, including that person's nobst recent nomnation nmade in a
dur abl e power of attorney, if at the time of the nomnation the alleged
i ncapaci tated person had sufficient capacity to express a preference;

(c) An agent appointed by the alleged incapacitated person under a
dur abl e power of attorney for health care;

(d) The spouse or state registered donestic partner of the all eged
I ncapaci tated person;
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(e) An adult child of the alleged incapacitated person;

(f) A parent of the alleged incapacitated person;

(g) Adult brothers and sisters of the alleged incapacitated person;
and

(h) An adult with whomthe all eged incapacitated person has resided
for nore than six nonths before the filing of the petition.

(2) Wth respect to persons having equal priority, the court shal
select the one it considers best qualified. The court, acting in the
best interest of the alleged incapacitated person, may decline to
appoint a person having priority and appoint a person having a |ower
priority or no priority. The court's decision under this section shall
be supported by specific findings, which denonstrate good cause for the
deci si on.

(3) An owner, operator, or enployee of a long-termcare institution
at which the alleged incapacitated person is receiving care may not be
appointed as guardian unless related to the alleged incapacitated
person by bl ood, marriage, or adoption.

~-- END ---
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