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Declares that the legislature considers it to be a matter
of public safety for public schools and staff to have current
safe school plans and procedures in place, fully consistent
with federal law. The legislature further finds and intends,
by requiring safe school plans to be in place, that school
districts will become eligible for federal assistance. The
legislature further finds that schools are in a position to
serve the community in the event of an emergency resulting
from natural disasters or man-made disasters.

Requires each school district to adopt, no later than
September 1, 2008, and implement a safe school plan consistent
with the school mapping information system pursuant to RCW
36.28A.060.

Provides that educational service districts are
encouraged to apply for federal emergency response and crisis
management grants with the assistance of the superintendent of
public instruction and the Washington emergency management
division of the state military department.

Creates a task force on gangs in schools to examine
current adult and youth gang activities that are affecting
school safety. The task force shall work under the guidance of
the superintendent of public instruction school safety center,
the school safety center advisory committee, and the
Washington association of sheriffs and police chiefs.

Declares that the task force shall be comprised of
representatives, selected by the superintendent of public
instruction, who possess expertise relevant to gang activity
in schools. The task force shall outline methods for
preventing new gangs, eliminating existing gangs, gathering
intelligence, and sharing information about gang activities.

Provides that, beginning December 1, 2007, the task force
shall annually report its findings and recommendations to the
education committees of the legislature.


